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Address of the Wice-President of 
The Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities 


Mr. Boy.tstron ADAMs BEALs 


Read at the Annual Meeting, March 8, 1939 


T is again my privilege to preside at an 
Annual Meeting owing to the ab- 
sence abroad of our President, Mr. 

Arthur B. Lisle of Providence, who, al- 
though living at a distance from Boston, 
has always been most conscientious in the 
performance of his duties and in his pres- 
ence at the Trustees’ Meetings. His ac- 
ceptance of the office of President was 
conditioned on his taking two months for 
travel in the middle of the winter, which 
is his vacation period. ‘The loss is ours at 
this time, but at all other times we are the 
gainers in having so conscientious a Presi- 
dent at the head of the Society’s affairs. 

Last October the Society lost one of its 

charter members, in the death of Mrs. 
Barrett Wendell, who was one of its in- 
corporators in 1910 and at all times re- 
tained a deep loyalty for and interest in its 
work. Of the eighteen incorporators, only 
seven are living today: Mrs. Ida Farr 
Miller, Miss Caroline O. Emmerton, Mr. 
William Sumner Appleton, Mr. Charles 


K. Bolton, Mr. Julius H. Tuttle, Mr. 


Henry Lefavour, and Mr. Worthington 
C. Ford. 

The Society’s principal objective is of 
course the preservation of the old struc- 
tures of New England. Our members 
will accordingly be glad to know that it 
has during the last year added two houses 
to its list of properties. The first is the 
house built in 1809 in Bridge Street in 
Salem by Thomas Woodbridge. Its pe- 
culiar interest arises from the fact that it 
is a work of the famous architect-carver, 
Samuel McIntire, and also the best ex- 
ample remaining in Salem of his third or 
latest style. The house was bought with 
gifts, a large part of which were received 
for the specific purpose of making this 
purchase, and the balance with the knowl- 
edge that the purchase was in prospect. 
The house itself came to us in fairly good 
condition but unfortunately wholly with- 
out endowment. This being the case, the 
Board of ‘Trustees accepted it only after 
two members had agreed personally to 
assume any deficit in the administration 
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of the house. In return, it is understood 
that these members are, within reason, to 
have a free hand in the management of 
the property and must for their own pro- 
tection make it income-producing in ap- 
propriate ways. While the result will be 
short of what we should like in a period 
house museum, this arrangement should 
serve to tide us over the difficult times in 
which we now find ourselves. 

A second house was acquired on the 
last day of the Society’s year, February 
28, 1939, when Miss Helen E. Royce of 
Hartford, Connecticut, deeded to us the 
interesting old lean-to or salt-box house 
built about 1700 at Wallingford, Con- 
necticut, by Nehemiah Royce. This is a 
house of great interest with good panel- 
ling and fine staircase and comes to us 
practically full of old furniture. We have 
never before received such a gift, which 
reconciles us to the unfortunate fact that 
the house had been moved from its orig- 
inal site and still needs to have its chimney 
rebuilt. Miss Royce has reserved certain 
rights of residence for herself and her 
brother, and the Society has set aside as an 
endowment the Connecticut Fund, which 
stands at about $3,500. It is pleasant to 
announce that the town is to put the prop- 
erty on the tax-exempt list and that the 
Wallingford Historical Society has con- 
tributed $500 toward wiping out the 
mortgage on the house and home lot. Miss 
Royce stands ready to present to the So- 
ciety an adjoining lot of land as soon as it 
can be cleared of a mortgage of $1,250. 

On the debit side of preservation work 
comes the announcement that the com- 
mittee attempting to raise money with 
which to buy the Morse-Libby house has 
given up all hope of saving the finest Vic- 
torian mansion in New England and one 
of the very best in America, namely the 
house built by Mr. Ruggles $. Morse in 


1858 on the corner of Park and Dan- 
forth Streets in Portland, Maine. It is un- 
fortunate that the committee should have 
found the labor of interesting people in 
this house to be too great, for the sum in- 
volved is not exorbitant; $8,000 to buy 
the property and $20,000 for endow- 
ment. There is every reason why the So- 
ciety should possess this fine house and it 
seems certain that never will it find else- 
where in New England so perfect an ex- 
ample of the mid-Victorian style. How- 
ever, it seems hopeless to expect that we 
should be able to buy unless someone 
should appreciate it, or the period it rep- 
resents, sufficiently to make an offer of 
help so liberal as again to galvanize into 
activity the committee which had the ac- 
quisition of the house in charge. In loca- 
tion, this property could not be better, for 
it is on a principal corner in a good resi- 
dential section of Portland and is a brown- 
stone mansion of commanding size and 
aspect, with interior decorations so gor- 
geous and florid as to satisfy even the most 
exacting lover of this period. 

While recording the failure of the 
Morse-Libby house committee, it is pleas- 
ant to be able to report the continued ac- 
tivities of the committee on the Went- 
worth-Gardner and Lear houses in Ports- 
mouth, New Hampshire. Its labours have 
been greatly simplified by the generous 
action of the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art in taking one-third off the price of the 
Wentworth-Gardner house, so that in- 
stead of having to raise $15,000, the sum 
stands at $10,000. On this, the commit- 
tee has made a first payment of $1,700and 
has on hand about $236. Meanwhile, a 
splendid offer of help has come from a 
friend who promises $100 for every $200 
raised up to June I, 1939, or until the 
offer is withdrawn. As though this were 
not enough good fortune, from another 
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friend has come an almost identical offer 
of help. Accordingly, until June first, un- 
less withdrawn sooner, we shall be given 
an additional two hundred dollars for 
every like sum raised for the Wentworth- 
Gardner house. The committee begs for 
help from any who may care to give it, and 
craves the codperation of every member 
in spreading broadcast the news of these 
kind offers. 

Meanwhile, two of our members, Mr. 
William G. Perry and Mr. Wm. Sumner 
Appleton between them decided that still 
another house should be preserved, if pos- 
sible in the hands of our Society —that 
built by Captain Coombs about 1784 in 
Waters Street in Newburyport. This was 
about the first of the brick mansions to be 
built in that town and is almost the last 
of those formerly standing in Waters 
Street to come down to us practically in- 
tact. Like the Woodbridge house in Sa- 
lem, it is of three stories with four rooms 
to the story, with a secondary staircase on 
one side, but unlike the Woodbridge, it 
has lost its principal staircase. On the other 
hand, the Coombs house has all of its 
mantelpieces, whereas the two best were 
removed from the Woodbridge house. Of 
these two Woodbridge house mantels, one 
has been found and is to come back, but 
the other has been incorporated into a 
elsewhere. In _ the of the 
Coombs house, the mantelpieces are of 
remarkable excellence, two of the most 
ornate and interesting in New England. 
The two members who between them 
have purchased the house and will pres- 
ently try to raise enough money to insure 
its repair and ultimate gift to the Society 
are well known to us. One, Mr. Perry, 
of the firm of Perry, Shaw & Hepburn, 
has charge of the Williamsburg restora- 
tion for Mr. Rockefeller, and the other, 
Mr. Appleton, is founder of our Society 


house case 


and its Corresponding Secretary for 
twenty-nine years. Needless to say, they 
will welcome the help of anyone in- 
terested to give it. Although bought, the 
house is yet to be wholly paid for, and 
must then be repaired, and finally en- 
dowed. The plan to save this house has 
yet neither asked nor received the ap- 
proval and coéperation of your Board of 
‘Trustees. 

Finally, the Mawdsley House commit- 
tee implores the help of all lovers of New- 
port, Rhode Island, and its glorious eight- 
eenth-century architecture in order to 
help extinguish the $5,000 mortgage 
which still hampers the development of 
that wonderful house. As Newporters 
have contributed practically every cent 
received to date, it would be most ap- 
propriate if gifts from elsewhere could be 
received, as a sign of appreciation of the 
Newport committee’s activities. 

A report of the Society’s museum will 
be given you by its Director, Mr. Childs. 
Of interest to us all is the fact that gifts 
and bequests of museum objects are con- 
tinuous. In fact, objects are received al- 
most every day and properly to enter these 
in the accessions books, and then to keep 
track of the destination of those sent to the 
various museum houses, as well as the 
proper installation and care of objects in 
the show cases here in our Museum of 
New England Antiquities has become a 
whole-time job. Of course we have no 
one able to give it his whole time, and ac- 
cordingly the work is not done as perfect- 
ly as it should be. Our trouble is really a 
financial one. For the moment I will only 
tell you that when a representative of one 
of the country’s largest museums asked 
us recently what was the size of our mu- 
seum endowment, the response, as truth- 
ful as it was incredible, was “exactly 
$2,067.45.” I am glad to say that we 
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were promptly informed that for an an- 
nual income of $100.00 we doubtless had 
more to show than any museum of the 
same size in the world. 

The Society’s museum, as you know, is 
in the two much altered buildings imme- 
diately in the rear of the Otis house, and, 
on two floors the Otis house and the mu- 
seum are connected. The combined struc- 
tures make exhibition rooms of consider- 
able size and for their proper maintenance 
we should have a substantial endowment 
of about $200,000. Until this is in hand 
the upkeep of the property will be very 
much of a haphazard, hand-to-mouth 
proceeding. Members will have no difh- 
culty in noticing that at the moment the 
property has a rather run-down appear- 
ance. It was not our intention that it 
should be so, but this condition results 
from the fact that our best workman has 
been lent to one of our members, as this 





seemed to be the best way in which the 
preservation of the oldest house in Way- 
land, Massachusetts, could be assured. 
When that undertaking is completed, 
work on the Otis house will again be re- 
sumed, and next year it should present a 
much better appearance than it does now. 
The only renovations we were able to 
make this year were in the Otis house 
front hall on both floors, and the staircase 
and passage way connecting the two 
buildings, where are now the ship pictures 
and models. 

The report of Mr. Appleton, as Cus- 
todian of the Society’s real estate, will give 
all necessary information concerning the 
Society’s different properties, now thirty- 
eight in number, a truly formidable list in- 
volving problems and _ responsibilities 


which are grave, far-reaching and never 
ending, towards the adequate solution of 
which the long continued and united ef- 


forts of the entire membership will be re- 
quired. 

How our achievement compares with 
that of other societies scattered through- 
out the world I am unable to say, but to 
my own knowledge there is but one sim- 
ilar society with a longer and more varied 
list of properties, namely, the National 
Trust of England. This, however, differs 
from our Society in that the greater part 
of its properties consists of lands apart 
from buildings. In other words, it takes 
the place to a certain extent of a national, 
and even local, park system in a way that 
our Society does not. It is interesting to 
note that the National ‘Trust was founded 
as a result of, and almost as a copy of, the 
Massachusetts Charitable Corporation 
well known to us all as the Trustees of 
Public Reservations. 

The Report of our Librarian will give 
the result of the year’s activities in his de- 
partment. In general it may be said that 
we do not aim to have a formidable li- 
brary of books excepting in our own rather 
specialized field. The library department 
which we emphasize as our own is that of 
pictorial representations of New England. 
As this has become of ever greater and 
growing importance, the number of visi- 
tors and users tends slowly and surely to 
increase. [his means an added drain on 
the time of Miss Lawson, in whose able 
hands the actual management of the pho- 
tographic division is placed, the books be- 
ing in charge of Miss Morrison. As a re- 
sult, the interference with other office 
work continually increases and the time 
approaches when this department should 
have a trained head of its own with one or 
two assistants. To finance such a division 
is quite beyond our present means, so that 
this department, like every other, is short 
handed. 
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The Society’s membership continues at 
about the same level as last year, on Feb- 
ruary 28, 1939, standing at 2,003 mem- 
bers. This is some one thousand short of 
the pre-depression maximum and, as- 
suming each member to have been worth 
to this Society about $3.50 a year on the 
average in dues, it means that we are suf- 
fering from this cause alone an annual loss 
of $3,500. Shrinkage of income from in- 
vestments is easily understandable, for 
bonds bought at higher interest rates have 
consistently been renewed at lower ones, 
and at the same time the dividends on 
various stocks have been less than former- 
ly. The loss on this account is estimated at 
about $2,300 a year. This, added to the 
$3,500 in dues, accounts for a loss in in- 
come of about $5,800. Actually, the 
annual shortage is even greater than this, 
sometimes in one account and sometimes 
in another, but a part of it at least will, we 
hope, come back from the real estate ac- 
count, where a tremendous effort is being 
made to build up each of our properties to 
the point where it will be self-supporting. 
This is difficult, since several properties 
have not yet been wholly paid for and so 
are mortgaged. The grand total of these 
mortgages amounts to $38,049.48, the 
interest on which is a heavy handicap con- 
tributing to our annual deficit. 

The Society’s over-expenditure in an- 
nual maintenance charges, apart from 
real estate accounts, amounts to about 
$8,000. In other words, an increase in 
our capital endowment in the sum of 
$200,000 invested at four per cent would 
about take care of this shortage. The times 
, seem most unpropitious for a drive to raise 
this sum, and, apart from some generous 
donor or some bequest, it seems unlikely 
that we shall receive it. Still, it seems best 
to mention here this overwhelming need 











in the hope that it may come to the atten- 
tion of some member glad, perhaps, to 
rescue this amount for a beneficial pur- 
pose from the insatiable demands of fed- 
eral and state estate taxes. 

The brightest thing throughout the de- 
pression years has been the magnificent 
way in which the members of the Society 
have responded to the Trustees’ appeals 
for help in order to meet the annual run- 
ning expenses. To do this has, however, 
become constantly more difficult as the 
vears have gone by, undoubtedly due to 
the fact that the policy of the administra- 
tion at Washington has been aimed at the 
very class on whose prosperity our Society 
depends for help. As a result, they have 
annually less and less surplus from which 
to give, and it must never be forgotten 
that our tax-free institutions such as hos- 
pitals, libraries, art museums, colleges, and 
also antiquarian societies are maintained 
out of the surplus which people have to 
give away after their living expenses have 
been met. The more this surplus is re- 
duced, the more difficult it becomes to 
maintain our tax-free educational, chari- 
table, and antiquarian institutions. Were 
matters to become progessively worse, it 
would be easy to prophesy a time when the 
surplus would disappear and all these in- 
stitutions either cease to exist or become 
absorbed as governmental agencies. That 
such is to be our future, we none of us 
believe, and signs are even now appearing 
to make us think, as we certainly hope, 
that better times are at hand. It must be 
our aim to maintain the Society intact and 
solvent until that time arrives, confident 
we may then increase our membership 
and our income and so our power to ac- 
complish more and ever more. We must 
always remember that this is a charitable 
corporation acting under generous powers 
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granted to it by the people through the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. In re- 
turn for these privileges, the greatest of 
which is exemption from taxation in Mas- 
sachusetts, and to a certain extent else- 
where, we have a duty to the public, 
which will look to us to achieve as best we 
may the objectives for which the Society 
was founded. This will be expected of us 
by the general public quite regardless of 
the fact that this same public may not have 
joined with us in membership or made 
gifts calculated to bring us the desired suc- 
cess. This is, perhaps, characteristic of the 
public the world over, and should cause 
us no surprise whatsoever. Everywhere 
more people use hospitals, art museums, 


etc., than ever contribute to their support 
except in the indirect way of exemption 
from taxes. The same is, and will con- 
tinue to be our fate, but it should not in 
any way dampen our ardor nor limit our 
ambitions. Our field is large — quite large 
enough to keep us perpetually striving the 
year round and year after year. So let us 
never become discouraged but be ever 
ready to take up the cause of preservation 
work whenever and wherever there are 
worthwhile antiquities. It becomes then 
the duty of every member to do his or her 
best continually to preserve the antiquities 
remaining by giving to the cause, and by 
enlisting the help of new members and 
new friends whenever possible. 





Royce House at Tlallingford, Connecticut 


ON ITS ORIGINAL SITE 








ary wi fn) COUheeellcheee CU ClO eat SS > 


a it 


—_ 


— 2 a _——~ -~ 6 6ST; 


—_———— elle 











Report of the Corresponding Secretary 


Mr. WILLIAM SUMNER APPLETON 


O the President and Members of The Society for the Preservation of New 
England Antiquities, I have the honor to present my twenty-ninth Annual 
Report as Corresponding Secretary and Real Estate Manager covering the 
year March 1, 1938 to March 1, 1939. Following precedent, this report begins with 


the real estate acquisitions of the year. 


Thomas Woodbridge house, 1810 


The Thomas Woodbridge house is one 
of those designed by Samuel McIntire, 
the plans of which are now in the collec- 
tions of the Essex Institute in Salem. Mr. 
Fiske Kimball, an acknowledged author- 
ity on McIntire and his work, considers 
this house the best Salem example of Mc- 
Intire’s last or third period. The Pierce- 
Nichols house on Federal Street shows his 
first period; the White-Pingree house on 
Essex Street his second; and the “Thomas 
Woodbridge house is admittedly the best 
illustration of his third, and has long been 
known to connoisseurs as a building of 
unusual merit. For instance, it was one of 
those houses which Mr. Wallace Nutting 
of Framingham tried unsuccessfully to 
secure for his chain of “picture houses.” 
Others, too, made futile attempts to buy 
it, until at last came the sale and removal 
of the two best mantelpieces and the 
greater part of the trim of one room, as 
well as the decay and removal of the 
front porch. ‘The house seemed destined 
to early destruction but was saved 
through its providential purchase by one 
of our members, Mr. F. Kingsbury 


Curtis of New York. It was his intention 
thoroughly to restore it and then let it in 
three suites, one for each floor, and 
marked progress was made towards the 
achievement of this end. All the trim for 
the right-hand parlor was reproduced 





and some of it put into place but the 
mantelpiece as well as that of the left- 
hand parlor, was not yet copied, nor had 
a missing run of back stairs, first to second 
floor, been replaced. On Mr. Curtis’s 
death, the work of repair and restoration 
ceased, and the empty house was put in 
charge of a watchman. It was while the 
property was in this condition that its 
purchase became possible for $2000.00. 
‘Towards this the Board of ‘Trustees, 
with the approval of the donors, applied 
a gift of securities with an estimated 
value of $1000.00 recently received 
from Mrs. Curtis and $500.00 from her 
daughter, Mrs. Laurence M. Lombard, 
while additional gifts from the Misses 
Curtis of Boston and Manchester, and 
one other, made up the needed balance 
of $500.00 required to complete the 
purchase. Loans from two of this group 
of donors permitted the repair and resto- 
ration of the house to the point where it 
was possible to install a caretaker and 
two small, one-room antique shops. 
The caretaker, Mr. Larrabee, does work 
in gilding and of the two dealers, Mrs. 
Shepard is interested mainly in glass and 
china while Miss Hagar handles a varied 
assortment of other small objects. The 
four rooms occupied by these three have 
been completely renovated but there are 
still four rooms on the third floor, three 
on the second and two on the first crying 
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aloud for attention, which it is not within 
the power of the Society’s funds to give. 
In fact the house was acquired without 
any endowment whatsoever, under which 
conditions the Board of Trustees accepted 
it only with the proviso that someone 
should agree to meet any over-expendi- 
ture that might be entailed by its posses- 
sion and that if this were not done then 
the house might be returned to the 
donors. Miss Margaret Curtis with one 
other undertook to assume this liability 
in return for a free hand in administering 
the house. Although this is not the ideal 
solution from the point of view of the 
administration and the preservation of an 
old house, it has the great advantage, al- 
most an inestimable one in times like the 
present, of sparing the Society’s general 
accounts the obligation of meeting a 
deficit at this point. Just how the house is 
maintained is of less importance than the 
vital fact that it is preserved in some way, 
and we may well be pleased that any solu- 
tion at all has been found assuring the 
continued existence of this McIntire 
masterpiece. Visitors are asked to judge 
its appearance leniently, for the fences are 
down, the porch is still lacking and the 
trim needs painting. Presently, the tar 
papered roof must give way to slate and 
the nine rooms in the house and all hall- 
ways must be renovated. One of the two 
missing McIntire mantels has been 
bought by a friend and is being held for 
redemption by us at the purchase price. 
There is plenty to be done and help will 
be welcomed, but it seems that the con- 
tinuity of the house itself is assured, for 
which may we all be truly grateful. This 
house is the Society’s thirty-seventh ac- 
quisition. 








Nehemiah Royce house, 1672, Wall- 
ingford, Conn. 


On the last day of the Society’s year, 
namely February 28, the ancient Royce 
house at Wallingford, Connecticut, was 
acquired as the gift of Miss Helen E. 
Royce. In November, 1924, the original 
site was required for other purposes and 
this stately old patriarch was slated for de- 
struction. This deplorable situation came 
by the merest good luck to the attention 
of the Misses Lucy A. and Helen E. 
Royce who determined that demolition 
should not be-the fate of their ancestral 
home. Their efforts were successful and 
the house was acquired and, minus its 
chimney, moved to its present location. 
‘The lamented death of her sister and the 
recent death of her mother placed the re- 
sponsibility of deciding the future of the 
house on the shoulders of Miss Helen 
Royce. Having long been a member of 
the Society, she offered it to us as a gift 
together with its wonderful contents con- 
sisting of a whole houseful of antiques. 
The availibility for endowment of the so- 
called Connecticut Fund made possible 
the acceptance of this generous offer. 

Of the lean-to or salt-box type, the 
old house contains an unusual amount of 
excellent panelling and interesting un- 
painted sheathing, while the staircase is, 
for a house of this period, exceptionally 
commodious and handsome. Towards 
the rebuilding of the chimney, we have 
$665.00 but an additional $335.00 is 
needed, for, according to the estimate of 
Mr. J. Frederick Kelly, the architect, 
$1000.00 should be available before 
starting the work. 

The acquisition of the Royce house 
marks a decided deviation from the policy 
so far pursued by the Society in its work 
in Connecticut. In the past, we have 
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made substantial contributions of money, 
as to the Webb house in Wethersfield, 
the Thomas Lee house in East Lyme, 
and to the Wildman and the Whitfield 
houses in Guilford. However, experience 
has taught us that this was not the best 
policy to follow for such gifts are soon 
forgotten and the Society, having nothing 
of its own to show for its labors in Con- 
necticut, was suspected by many of lack 
of interest and accused of neglecting its 
obligations in this state. With the acquisi- 
tion of the Royce house, such criticism 
will be no longer tenable and from now 
on this new policy will be pursued in so 
far as finances permit. 


1. Swett-Ilsley house, before 1670, 
Newbury, Mass. 

Received 1911 as the gift of a small 
croup of subscribers. Last year, the rear 
roof was re-shingled and a new oil burner 
installed. The house still needs to be 
partly resilled, should be insulated 
against winter cold, and needs a larger 
heater and more radiators. It is a prob- 
lem whether to continue letting to one 
tenant for a rental insufficient to carry 
the property, or to let it as three duplex 
suites. This last should be much more 
profitable, and permit maintaining the 
house in perfect condition, and atthe same 
time making an annual contribution to 
the endowment fund. This change could 
be made without in any way injuring 
the antiquity of the house, but the neces- 
sary improvements would require a con- 
siderable capital outlay to be repaid from 
rentals. 

The house suffered a great loss last fall 
in the death of Mrs. Charles S. Hinch- 
man of Philadelphia, who, as a descend- 
ant of Stephen Swett, for many years past 
has added $25.00 yearly to the endow- 





ment fund which now stands at $581.28, 
almost entirely her gift, and about a 
twentieth of what the house could profit- 
ably use. We are badly in need of new 
friends to follow the example she set. 
Stephen Swett’s descendants must be 
numbered by the thousands. They have 
it in their power to make of the house, 
which he built as his home, an ancestral 
shrine worthy both of the builder and of 
his descendants. 


2. Samuel Fowler house, 
Danversport, Mass. 


1810, 


Received 1912 as the gift of various 
subscribers; on High Street, corner of 
Liberty. This house continued in the 
custodianship of Mr. and Mrs. Harold 
W. Stillwell who maintained there a 
tea room, now closed. ‘The house suf- 
fered serious injury, but not from the 
hurricane, through the collapse onto the 
roof of the largest branch of the old elm 
tree. Shingles, roof boards and roof tim- 
bers were broken and, as the damage was 
but temporarily patched, the house more 
than ever needs to be re-shingled, but the 
cost is discouraging, about $300.00. 
Other needs are a larger heater, addi- 
tional radiators and the repair of the 
boundary fences. Members will please 
note that we need a new custodian as Mr. 
and Mrs. Stillwell leave before summer. 
This estate is mortgaged for $2000.00 
and has an endowment of but $72.26. 

On the credit side, this house is located 
where readily accessible by bus either to 
Salem or Danvers, and is a charming 
two-story brick residence with one of our 
best hall wall papers and three unusually 
good old chamber papers. Both the old 
and the new kitchen, two bathrooms and 
a toilet room were put into perfect con- 
dition for the tea room proposition and 
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continue so. What remains to be done is 
really in the nature of a capital expendi- 
ture which, under proper conditions, 
should bring in corresponding returns to 
pay for itself. We have here a fine, spa- 
cious mansion of 1810, containing parlor, 
library, study, living room and kitchen 
with one toilet room on the ground floor 
and six bedrooms and two bathrooms on 
the second, a main staircase and a 
side staircase. In addition there are ample 
sheds. The date of the house is so recent 
as to make the number of descendants of 
the builder very small so that there are 
but few to turn to and unfortunately 
these few are unable to be of much assist- 
ance. Ihe capital improvement and the 
endowment of this house should appeal 
most to the people of Danvers, and our 
members there, as a public spirited local 
project of permanent benefit to the town, 
especially in years to come. 


3. Cooper-Frost-Austin house1657, 
Cambridge, Mass. 


Received 1912 as the gift of a large 
number of subscribers. An adjoining lot 
to the east was added in 1914 and one to 
the west in 1929. This house at 21 Lin- 
naean Street is one of the most creditable 
in the possession of the Society and ex- 
cellently looked after by Mr. and Mrs. 
Arnold Geissbuhler. It is open to the pub- 
lic practically all the year round from two 
to four on Thursdays. Although not 
wholly furnished in the style of its period, 
there are here a large number of appro- 
priate pieces, the greater part lent through 
the courtesy of the Boston Museum of 
Fine Arts. Earlier in the year there were 
even more loans from a member but these 
have now been removed and we are still 
in search of adequate substitutes. Mem- 
bers having seventeenth-century furni- 
ture to give or to lend are besought to 








bear in mind the needs of this house. As 
now administered, the property about 
carries itself but is handicapped by two 
mortgages of $2000.00 each. These are 
on the first two of the three lots compris- 
ing the estate, the last payment of 
$100.00 on the mortgage on the third 
lot being due to extinguish it next June. 
This is an interesting instance of the 
value of sustained effort. The lot in 
question, on which stands the westerly 
end of the sheds, was bouglit in 1929 for 
$3000.00, two-thirds of the payment 
being by mortgage with the understand- 
ing that this should be reduced on each 
interest day by $100.00. As a result of 
regular payments of $200.00 over ten 
years, the lot will, in three months, stand 
at last free and clear, leaving us in a bet- 
ter position to improve the house and 
grounds, or to begin the reduction of the 
mortgages on the remaining lots, or to 
go on to the purchase of the last desirable 
adjoining vacant lot. 

The method of insulating with rock 
wool, adopted here two years ago, has 
proved perfectly satisfactory. As a result, 
for the first time in years, we have had no 
complaints of freezing pipes or general 
inconvenience during the cold winter 
weather. The house has no endowment, 
but could easily use one of $10,000.00. 
The hurricane damage here was serious 
for we lost several trees; among them 


the removal of which proved expensive. 


4. “Scotch”-Bennett-Boardman 
house, 1651, Saugus, Mass. 

Purchased in 1913 and 1914. Stands 
at the easterly end of Howard Street. 
The front roof is badly in need of re- 
shingling and the ancient dormers should 
be replaced at the same time. Moreover 
the house needs to be reclapboarded, and 
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as this work will uncover the evidence of 
the original fenestration, this should be 
restored at the same time. Towards this 
work we have but $100.00 and a 
quantity of shingles believed to be ade- 
quate. We know that, like the Ironworks 
house in another part of the same town, 
the “Scotch” had triple casements in 
front and double casements in the ends, 
as well as two gables and possibly a third. 
We know, furthermore, that it had some 
kind of a projecting front porch, the de- 
tails of which are subject for surmise. A 
for the 
needed here is $1500.00 and a maxi- 


minimum requirement work 
mum requirement would perhaps be 
$2000.00. In view of the fact that this 
is not only the finest wooden seven- 
teenth-century house the Society owns, 
but furthermore one of the best in the 
country, it seems a shame that we should 
lack the means to give it the best possible 
treatment, 

There is no endowment here and no 
source of income. As in all of our houses 
an endowment of $5000.00 would be 
immensely helpful and the income of 
$10,000.00 could unquestionably be used. 

Our custodian is Mrs. Duncan who 
does the best she can under the handicaps 
which face her. ‘There is much lacking 
here in order to make what we would 
wish of this house and its surroundings. 


5. Laws house, about 1800, Sharon, 


N. H. 

Received as a gift in 1915 from Miss 
Alice E. Neale, with money for repairs 
as a gift of Mrs. John Holmes Morison. 
On west of the between 


side road 


Peterborough and New Ipswich. This 
continues in the frequent week-end oc- 
cupancy of Mr. and Mrs, Lowell R. 
Smith, who will gladly show the house to 
members whenever possible. The rent 


has gone right back into the improve- 
ment of the house which is now in credit- 
able condition. Our tenants are most co- 
operative and minor repairs have been 
largely attended to by them. The barn 
is next on the list for attention and needs 
it badly. A small endowment would help 
in the administration of this house which 
is the simplest kind of a roadside cottage, 
probably originally of two rooms, with 
the ridge pole parallel to the street and 
later doubled in size with the ridge pole 
running from front to back. 


6. Harrison Gray Otis house, 1795, 
Boston, Mass. 

Situated at 141 Cambridge Street. Re- 
ceived 1916 as the gift of a small group 
of members. During the past year the 
entire front hallway was renovated. ‘This 
work consisted in having the ceilings cal- 
cimined, the walls repainted robin’s-egg 
blue, and all woodwork cleaned, but re- 
painted only on staircase treads and risers. 
‘The rest of the house needs similar treat- 
ment and it is hoped to renovate several 
rooms and perhaps the whole house in the 
course of the coming year. 

More than half the furniture consists 
of loans. While this is a comparatively 
easy way to furnish an old house, it has 
decided disadvantages as the removal of 
some important pieces at short notice 
hampers the furnishing until substitutes 
can be found. The house is shown to the 
public by Miss Fern Ingraham who is 
also our bookkeeper. Last winter we en- 
joyed for a brief time the loan from Miss 
Buckingham of a wall cabinet full of the 
most appropriate china for such a house. 
This was placed in what had been the old 
Otis china closet. 

The house has served as a meeting 
place for numerous other societies and 
has the distinction of drawing more visi- 
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tors than any of our properties with the 
possible exception of the Wentworth- 
Gardner house in Portsmouth. 

Unfortunately the Otis house has but 
a small endowment of $5577.00 the in- 
come of which is far from adequate to 
meet the costs of operation and, as in the 
case of almost all antiquarian houses in 
New England, the admissions alone can- 
not be relied on to give sufficient help. 

7. Eleazer Arnold house, 
Lincoln, R. I. 


This property, on Great Road not far 
from Saylesville, was received as a gift 
in 1918, out of repair and without en- 
dowment, and is now marking time until 
the mortgage is extinguished. It is every 
year showing a slight profit which 1s be- 
ing applied to this mortgage, reduced 
during the past year by $200.00 to 
$1 120.46. The house is not in the condi- 
tion we should prefer, but we lack the 
ready means to alter this. Since its receipt 
the Arnold house has had many thous- 
ands of dollars spent on it and mean- 
while an endowment fund of $3110.72 
has been created and a custodian’s house 
set up in the rear. ‘This last is the Croade 
house, which appears as number twenty- 
three on the Society’s list of properties and 
will be treated at greater length elsewhere. 
When finally, in about six years, the 


1687, 


mortgage on the Arnold property is paid 
off, we shall be in a position to do de- 
cidedly better by the house and grounds 
than we are at the present. Meanwhile 
he would be a foolish optimist who should 
expect the Society to receive much credit 
for what it has done here up to date. We 
shall be judged by the outward appear- 
ance and to a lesser degree by the inner 
aspect of the Arnold house and on this we 
are able to spend but very little money 
while the mortgage is being gradually 


paid off. Descendants of Eleazer Arnold 
and members especially interested in this 
house can be of the greatest assistance by 
helping pay the mortgage, contributing 
to the repair and restoration of the house, 
or increasing the endowment fund, ‘The 
Arnold family is a large one and its co- 
operation would be warmly welcomed. 
‘The custodians continue to be Mr. and 
Mrs. P. F. Hodgkins who live in the 
Croade house. In addition to their careful 
oversight we are greatly indebted, as for 
years past, to Mr. Dawson Ditt for never 
ceasing assistance in supervising the care 
of, and work on, this property. 

The hurricane did much damage to 
the trees here and some to the house but 
the lessening in the amount of foliage is 
really advantageous as the house was pre- 
viously overshaded. 


8. Quincy Memorial, 
Conn. 


Litchfield, 


Received with substantial endowment 
In 1922 by bequest of Miss Mary Perkins 
Quincy. As for years past, this house, 
built in 1904, continues to be ably ad- 
ministered by a local committee which 
maintains it in perfect condition. By the 
terms of the bequest, we are obliged to 
keep it in constant readiness for possible 
occupancy by a brother of the testator, 
after whose death it may, if desired, be 
sold. The | 
$17,109.30. 


endowment now stands at 


g. Conant house, 1720, Townsend 
Harbor, Mass. 


The Society owns the reversion to this 
house which is Mrs. Leslie Taylor 
Stow’s for life. It is not only a lovely 
and interesting house but beautifully sit- 
uated between the Lunenburg road and 
a mill pond. Members are particularly 
asked to bear in mind that it is to be 
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i Cobias Lear House, Hunking Street, Portsmouth, New Hampshire 


COURTESY OF 
visited only by appointment with Mrs. 
Stow whose address is 102 Hemenw ay 
Street, Boston. 


10. Abraham Browne, Jr. house, 
ca. 1698, Watertown, Mass. 

Received in 1923 as the gift of three 
principal contributors and a large num- 
ber of others. It is number 562 on Main 
Street, about half way between Water- 
town and Waltham. The date was form- 
erly considered as 1663 but recent investi- 
gation has shown it to have been some- 
time 1694 and 1703. A 
scholarly article by Miss Katharine W. 


between 








SAMUEL 


CHAMBERLAIN 


Pierce will soon be printed in our maga- 
zine, presenting the argument in favor of 
the new date. 

The Society met with a distressing loss 
this year in the death, at the Browne 
of its custodian, Mr. Marcus Os- 
He leaves a widow who, with her 

remains in charge of this most 


house, 
borne. 
family, 
charming place. Mr. Osborne was a man 
of unusual ability, an authority on Gothic 
architecture, and one of the finest drafts- 
men in the employ of the Boston H.A. 
B.S. His interest in the Browne house was 
keen and he had hoped presently to give 
us the benefit of his valuable advice with 
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reference to various problems there. Our 
loss is a serious one but so negligible in 
comparison with that of his family that it 
seems scarcely right to dwell upon it. ‘To 
his family we extend the Society’s pro- 
foundest sympathy on the loss they have 
sustained. 

The house is in fairly good condition 
but the northern end needs to be reclap- 
boarded. The heater is inadequate, and 
even with the almost continuous use of 
the fireplaces, there has been much com- 
plaint of the cold which resulted last 
winter in some freezing of pipes. We 
hope to remedy this situation during the 
coming year but the property is one of 
those that fails to carry itself. This is 
partly due to the presence of a $4000.00 
mortgage and partly because of a small 
barn on the same property. The Browne 
house itself suffered not at all during the 
hurricane and the damage to the near-by 
Derby barn will be mentioned under 
section number 12. 

The needs of the Browne house prop- 
erty are two in number—the payment 
of the mortgage, and an endowment fund 
to look after the house and the adjoining 
Browne house barn. From $5000.00 to 
$10,000.00 would seem to be the en- 
dowment indicated. Beyond question the 
Browne house is one of our most interest- 
ing and valuable properties. The evi- 
dence which it contains for an accurate 
reconstruction of a triple casement win- 
dow is the best in New England. The 
house makes an ideal home and has been 
the most sought after of our properties, 
never lacking a waiting list of applicants 
anxious to live there as custodians 

Although by no means running an 
ordinary tea room, Mrs. Osborne is well 
equipped for taking care of small lunch- 
eon, tea or dinner parties in her own in- 
dividual way. She has the true gift of 


hospitality and a more delightful spot for 
entertaining one’s friends would be diffi- 
cult to find. 

The house is not one of those whose 
builder left innumerable descendants. Al- 
though bearing the name of Browne, it 
is, so far as known, unconnected with 
any wealthy branches of the name and 
seems always to have been spelt with an 
“‘e,” which tends to eliminate as potential 
benefactors the vast number of Browns 
scattered throughout the country. F1- 
nancial assistance must then be looked 
for from public-spirited individuals not 
connected with the house, and valuing it 
simply as one of the most precious land- 
marks which the past has saved for the 
future. 


11. Jackson house, 
mouth, N. H. 


Received in 


1664, Ports- 


1924 as an anonymous 
gift, it stands in Portsmouth at the corner 
of Northwest and Jackson Hill Streets. 
Being without endowment and without 
any source of income, it continues to be 
something of a problem. To date it has 
never seemed wise to adapt it, as has been 
often suggested, for use by a dealer in 
antiques. That would, however, be one 
means of furnishing the house and also 
of producing some income. 

On the Jackson house property is a 
cottage which lets for only the cost of its 
maintenance but is nevertheless retained 
as a possible convenience in some future 
plan of administration. 

The chimney work remains to be 
completed and meanwhile the house is 
tight, slightly furnished, and under the 
oversight of conscientious custodians, 
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene M. Bemis who 


live next door. 


This is one of the most picturesque 
ancient properties in the country and 
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probably the most pleasing of all those 
the rear roof of which extends down to 
the ground. Many are the generations 
of Portsmouth children and adolescents 
who have at some time enjoyed the ex- 
perience of sitting on the roof with their 
feet on the ground. So fine a landmark 
deserves well of our generation and it Is 
to be hoped that the house may, during 
the coming summer, be put into final re- 
pair so as to permit a substantial begin- 
ning of appropriate furnishing. As an 
alternative, the occupation by a dealer in 
antiques always looms as a possibility sure 
to bring in some income. 


12. Richard Derby’s MclIntire-de- 
signed barn, Watertown, Mass. 

Acquired by purchase in 1924-25, it 
removed from Peabody when 
demolition and 
stands on our Browne house lot. Of all 
the Society’s properties, this one suffered 
most during the hurricane, practically all 
of the tar shingles being blown off its 
southern roof. As the cost of replacing 
these with shingles of any kind would have 


Was 


threatened with now 


been prohibitive, tar paper was used in- 
stead, which should suffice until we can 
afford to re-shingle properly. ‘The build- 
ing continues to be used as a storehouse. 
The greater part of the ground floor is 
given up to vehicles, the second floor to 
miscellaneous library and furniture stor- 
age and the loft to certain building ma- 
terial. This is one of the unendowed 
properties for the proper care of which 
the small sum of $3000.00 would prob- 
ably be sufficient. 


13. Chaplin-Clark-Williams house, 
1671, Rowley, Mass. 


Received as the gift of an anonymous 
member in 1925, subject to the life use 
of the owner from whom it was bought. 





Last year the leanto was thoroughly re- 
paired and the roof re-shingled at the ex- 
pense of this same generous donor, put- 
ting the building into fine structural con- 
dition. ‘This house being the home of 
Mrs. Williams for her lifetime can only 
be visited with her consent, which she 
has been most generous in giving. The 
outbuildings are badly in need of repair 
and the boundary wall along the road, 
removed some years ago during street 
widening, was never replaced, giving the 
street front an unkempt appearance. 


14. Richard Derby house, 1761, 
Salem, Mass. 

The Society, having presented this 
house to the United States, can no longer 
count it as one ofits properties. It appears, 
however, in our real estate inventory as 
an estate to be accounted for and the 
Superintendent of the Salem Maritime 
National Historic Site, Mr. Edwin W. 
Small, welcomes the Society’s cooperation 
in its furnishing. About one-half of the 
furniture now there belongs to the So- 
ciety. Inappropriate pieces are being re- 
placed by better and Mr. Small is trying 
to create the properly furnished period 
house so much to be desired. “Towards 
this one of our members is generously 
cooperating. 

15. Crocker tavern, Barn- 
stable, Mass. 


This house, with an endowment, was 
received as the bequest of Mrs. David 
Crocker in 1927 and is on the main road 
just west of Barnstable village. It is 
slowly but surely improving from year to 
year and is now perhaps one-half prop- 
erly furnished. Structurally the house is 
in perfect condition but still lacks the 
central chimney removed many years 
ago. A house of this character loses in the 


1754, 
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dignity of its appearance without this 
massive feature, here replaced by three 
smaller chimneys of modern construction. 
The endowment of $9420.00 suffices to 
keep the house in good condition but is 
insufficient, at the same time, properly to 
care for the grounds and maintain the 
garden, which was Mrs. Crocker’s pride. 
Our custodians are the Misses Gibson 
and the house may be visited except in the 
coldest winter weather. 


16. Short house, 1733, Newbury, 
Mass. 

Received in 1927 as the gift of two 
members and numbered thirty-three on 
the High Road at the corner of Rolfe’s 
Lane between Parker River and New- 
buryport. There has been a _ change 
of custodians here, the property now be- 
ing cared for by Mr. and Mrs. Edward 
B. Sandberg. Some appropriate furniture 
was installed during the past year but too 
late for the summer season. It will 
greatly improve the house for next sum- 
mer’s visitors since it includes two four- 
post canopy top bedsteads with draperies 
complete, a trundle bed and other ap- 
propriate pieces. This house has no en- 
dowment. 


17. Rebecca Nurse house, 
Danvers, Mass. 


1678, 


Received in 1927 as a gift from the 
Rebecca Nurse Memorial Association. 
Entrance from Pine Street. The custo- 
dian’s quarters were renovated during the 
past year and are now occupied by Mr. 
and Mrs. George Gordon. A new heat- 
ing plant was installed and sufficient radi- 
ation added to heat the entire house. ‘The 
very modern extension at the back was 
replaced by a larger one to contain an 
up-to-date kitchen, and a second floor 
lean-to closet of modern construction was 


made over as a second bathroom. The 
house benefits from the income of an en- 
dowment as well as from the rental of 
the Nurse Farm, which latter is accord- 
ingly subject to taxation, while the house 
is not. The trees here suffered but little 
from the hurricane. 


18. “Drummer” Samuel Stetson 


house, 1694, Hanover, Mass. 

Received in 1928 as the gift of Dr. 
Lloyd Vernon Briggs. At Hanover Cen- 
ter next east from the Public Library. As 
in every year since its acquisition, this 
house was still further improved by vari- 
ous small repairs and additions of muse- 
um articles and appropriate furniture. 
The endowment being far too small for 
its proper upkeep, we are now, as in the 
past, greatly indebted to the donor, Dr. 
Briggs, for his continued generosity in as- 
suming himself the burden of costs be- 
yond the endowment income. The house 
is in good condition and kept thoroughly 
presentable by our custodian, Mrs. Fran- 
ces Fuller. It is open the year round but 
heated only where occupied. 


19. Tristram Coffin, Jr. house, ca. 
1651, Newbury, Mass. 


Mrs. Arthur Merriam, to whom we 
owe the gift of this house at 14 High 
Road, has continued her oversight and 
never-ceasing gifts to the house. It en- 
joys the income of a small endowment 
of $4743.00, not large enough properly 
to look after so fine a property but never- 
theless sufficient to meet the more press- 
ing needs of the estate. 

This house suffered an irreparable loss 
in the death of Mr. Winthrop Coffin 
through whose generous financial sup- 
port its acceptance was made possible. He 
was the largest contributor to the endow- 
ment fund and gave often to the cost of 
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improvements and repairs. On the other 
hand, Mr. Coffin was insistent that the 
minimum alterations be made. Changes 
by way of radical restoration were whol- 
ly distasteful to him as was also any 
renovation which would tend to take 
from the building its aspect of antiquity. 
As an example, when it was suggested 
that the kitchen ceiling be whitewashed, 
it was his urgent request that led to its 
being done in such a way as to leave the 
aspect of age, combined with perfect 
cleanliness. Fortunately this point of 
view was precisely that of Mrs. Mer- 
riam and in only a slightly lesser degree 
that of the writer. As a result the work 
on the house has always proceeded with 
the best of good feeling among the three 
most closely concerned. 
Our custodians are Mr. and Mrs. 
' William MacHugh who keep the prop- 
erty in beautiful condition. The Coffin 
descendants are popularly said to number 
a million and it is to be hoped that among 
them, others may be found ready to take 
Mr. Coffin’s place as benefactor to the 
ancestral homestead. 


20. Colonel John Thacher house, 
1680, Yarmouthport, Mass. 


Received as a gift with endowment in 

1929. On the Main Street at the easterly 

end of the village. Mrs. Charles M. 
Hayden continues as custodian, having 

on exhibition and for sale a whole house- 

ful of antiques, giving the premises that 
appearance of a period house museum so 
essential to its proper setting. ‘There is no 
admission charge and members and the 

public are welcome at all reasonable 
hours. In the writer’s opinion the great- 

est need here is the eventual reconstruc- 

tion of the central chimney, taken down 

many years ago when the house was re- 

moved to its present site. As in the case 








of our Crocker tavern, only a few miles 
to the west, a house of this type never 
looks as it should without this massive 
feature. 


21. Emerson-Howard house, 1745, 
Ipswich, Mass. 

Received in 1929 as the gift of Mrs. 
Arthur W. Dow and situated on Turkey 
Shore Road. Improvements were made 
here as annually in the past, being paid 
for out of the income of a tiny endow- 
ment of $2808.00 which should properly 
be enlarged. Before long it will be neces- 
sary to resill this house and perhaps at 
that time the clapboarding can be re- 
newed, so uncovering the evidence for 
the original fenestration. Should it then 
prove possible to replace it, the ancient 
appearance of the house would be much 
improved, for the present double-hung 
windows are hardly appropriate. A few 
pieces of suitable furniture, some of them 
bought for the purpose, were sent to this 
house after the close of the summer 
season but their installation is postponed 
until next summer. Mr. and Mrs. Sam- 
uel Green continue as custodians. 


22. Peter Tufts house, 1678, Med- 
ford, Mass. 


Received as a gift by popular subscrip- 
tion in 1930. Numbered 350 on River- 
side Avenue. This house continues in the 
custodianship of Mr. and Mrs. Alfred 
Bicknell who have again contributed to 
the endowment fund for its maintenance. 
Although this fund is still less than a 
thousand dollars, the fact that Mr. Bick- 
nell very generously meets the costs of 
repairs prevents this house from being a 
drain on the Society’s slender income. 
Much needs to be done in order to re- 
capture the seventeenth-century aspect. 
The evidence favors triple casement win- 
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dows on both the front and back and 
their replacement would be a wonderful 
improvement. Before long, re-shingling 
will be necessary but otherwise the struc- 
tural condition is perfect. 


23. Croade house, ca. 1700, Sayles- 
ville, Town of Lincoln, R. I. 

Received in 1930 as a gift. Formerly 
standing, the mere shell of its earlier self, 
near the center of Pawtucket. It was of- 
fered us for removal and gladly accepted, 
since we were in need of caretaker’s 
quarters and disliked the thought of a 
modern building there or of moderniz- 
ing in any way the ancient Arnold house. 
The offer and acceptance of the Croade 
house was a way out of our dilemma. 
Apart from the interesting framework 
and plan, but little attempt was made at 
restoration when this was reconstructed, 
but the unique end overhang shows it to 
be one of our truly interesting antiques. 
Placed immediately in the rear of the 
Arnold, it makes an extremely comfort- 
able residence for the custodians, Mr. 


and Mrs. P. F. Hodgkins. 


24. Spaulding Grist Mill, ca. 1840, 
Townsend Harbor, Mass. 

Received as a gift from the Spaulding 
family in 1920 and standing at the be- 
ginning of the Lunenburg road. This 
property has simply marked time during 
the past year while plans were being dis- 
cussed for its appropriate use. The difh- 
culty here, as well as at the Cooperage 
Shop across the street, arises from lack 
of sufficient supervision. The Mill, espe- 
cially, is the harder to supervise and yet if 
the Society is to install collections of any 
value, ample supervision is a prerequisite. 
If on the other hand a tea room is indi- 
cated, then such supervision by the So- 
ciety can be dispensed with, but its use as 


a place of exhibit becomes more limited. 
No definite plans have as yet been form- 
ulated. The Grist Mill is owned without 
endowment and has as yet absolutely no 
means of support. 


25. Captain Jewett house, 1774— 
Sarah Orne Jewett Memorial, South 
Berwick, Me. 


26. Eastman Community House, 
1851, South Berwick, Me. 

Received in 1931 by bequest of Dr. 
Theodore Jewett Eastman and standing 
side by side in the center of the village. 
These were last year in the custodianship 
of Mrs. James L. Johnson who super- 
vised the Jewett while maintaining the 
Eastman as a guest house and tea room. 
The standard of these was all that could 
be desired but for personal reasons Mrs. 
Johnson has discontinued this venture. 
The new custodians are Mr. and Mrs. 
John Burleigh. The Jewett house con- 
tinues to be one of the most interesting 
and most visited in the Society’s collection 
and is one of New England’s loveliest 
landmarks. At the same time it is, of 
course, a memorial to one of our best be- 
loved writers, Miss Sarah Orne Jewett 
who was born there. The kindly fore- 
thought of Dr. Eastman in bequeathing 
these properties is every year bearing 
fruit in the pleasure given to hundreds of 
visitors as well as to his fellow townsmen. 
The Society is greatly indebted to the 
committee in charge and particularly to 
its late chairman for much assistance 
given, 


27. Captain Bennett house, 1810, 
Fairhaven, Mass. 


Received with much mahogany furni- 
ture in 1932 by bequest of Miss Clara 
Bennett and numbered 199 Main Street. 
This property continues in the custodian- 
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ship of Miss Maria W. Bruce and the 
Society is carefully feeling its way here 
to see what can be successfully under- 
taken by way of improvement. ‘There 
being no endowment, we are dependent 
on the custodian’s premium for repairs 
and can only very gradually fit premises 
for exhibition to the public as a period 
house. The hurricane did here almost no 
damage whatsoever. 


28. Squash house, ca. 
Marblehead, Mass. 

Received in 1929 as the gift of the 
heirs of Miss Anne Hampton Barnes and 
situated at sixty-one Elm Street. This was 
an old fish house, formerly on some Mar- 
blehead Wharf, and later moved inland 
and used by the Gregory Seed Company 
as a place in which to dry squashes, It is 
now leased to Mr. H. D. Hodgkinson 
for use as a summer house and with- 
drawn from inspection. The building is 


1750(?), 


in good condition but needs a small sum 
towards its endowment. The trees re- 
quired considerable care but neither 
these nor the building itself suffered ap- 
preciably during the hurricane. 


29. Peabody Burying Ground, 
1736, Middleton, Mass. 


30. Smith Burying Ground, 1775, 
Middleton, Mass. 

These burying grounds have con- 
tinued in the care of Mrs. George Fran- 
cis Dow. They have been looked after 
at the cost of the income from endow- 
ment and an effort is being made to set 
aside as much as possible for return to the 
principal in the hope of building this up 
again to the $10,000.00 at which it 
originally stood. As stated iast year “this 
will be a slow process since at the request 
of the donor, the late Mr. William C. 





Endicott, much initial expense was met 
out of the principal and the endowment 
thereby reduced by almost $4000.” The 
monument which he ordered erected at 
the graveyard is imposing and appropriate. 


31. Simon Colton house, 
Longmeadow, Mass. 


1734, 


Received in 1934 as the oift of the 
children of Mr. and Mrs. Sabin W. Col- 
ton, Jr. and numbered 787 on Long- 
meadow Street opposite the Common. A 
new tenant was found for this house fol- 
lowing the death of the previous occu- 
pant and the property continues, as be- 
fore, in charge of Mr. Henry M. Clark, 
Jr., realtor, of Springfield. It is in per- 
fect condition and supported out of rent- 
al. ‘This property is, for the time being, 
withdrawn from inspection either by the 
public or by members of this Society. The 
hurricane destroyed the magnificent elm 
in front of our house, known as the very 
largest in south central Massachusetts 
and called ““The Washington Elm.” 


32. Winslow Crocker house, eight- 
eenth century, Yarmouthport, Mass. 

Received as a gift in 1935. On the 
Main Street in Yarmouthport about 100 
yards to the east of our Colonel John 
Thacher house. Occupied and cared for 
by a custodian. This is one of the So- 
ciety’s handsomest and best furnished 
houses. Its permanent opening to the 
public and members has been delayed 
but will, it is hoped, take place in July. 
These two houses, placed side by side, 
should presently become the most out- 
standing antiquarian center on Cape Cod. 


33. “Bleakhouse,” ca. 1796 (?), 
Peterborough, N. H. 


Received in 1935 as the gift of Sam- 
uel Eliot Morison. About half a mile 
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from the village, on the Temple Moun- 
tain Road. This house continues to be 
let to Miss Lucy Elliott and maintained 
as a guest house, amply furnished, with a 
superb view and an excellent table. It is 
a delightful stopping place for anyone 
travelling about this part of New Hamp- 
shire. The better it can be made known 
the more it should redound to the So- 
ciety’s credit and Miss Elliott’s welfare. 
Peterborough 497 should be telephoned, 
in advance, for reservations. ‘he hurri- 
cane did some damage to the house and 
made havoc of the pine grove. 


34. Cooperage Shop, ca. 1845, 
Townsend Harbor, Mass. 


Received in 1936 as the gift of Hon. 
Huntley N. Spaulding, Hon. Rolland H. 
Spaulding and their sister, Mrs. Walter 
Armington Potter. It is situated on the 
Lunenburg road directly opposite our 
Spaulding Grist Mill and just across the 
river from the Conant house to which we 
hold the reversion. In the case of this 
building as in the Grist Mill, the Society 
has been marking time. It has yet to be 
decided what exhibits could best be placed 
here or whether the building had better 
be let as a tea room. No decision was 
reached but the building remained in per- 
fect condition although idle. Naturally 
this should not be allowed to continue 
and a decision must presently be made as 
to just how these two excellent buildings 
can best be used. If there were only 
permanent supervision, it would seem to 
be an ideal location for a country muse- 
um, possibly more or less along the lines 
of that so successfully operated in an old 
barn at Hadley by Mr. Clifton Johnson. 
To do this without adequate supervision 
would, however, be unwise, and super- 
vision means expense, and expense is the 


very thing the Society is least able to un- 
dertake at the present time. However, 
the solution of this problem must pres- 
ently be found and much constructive 
thought will be given it this coming year. 


35. Mawdsley-Gardner-Watson- 
Pitman house, ca. 1700, Newport, R. I. 

Acquired by popular subscription in 
1937. At number 228 Spring Street, 
corner of John. As the Society has had 
ample opportunity to find out, the acqui- 
sition of a new property invariably in- 
volves a period of experimentation, dur- 
ing which time attempts are made to 
ascertain just what would be the best 
way to administer it. “The Mawdsley 
house was received subject to a mortgage 
of $5000, interest on which costs $300 
a year, and our Society, being a Massa- 
chusetts corporation, is taxed on_ this 
property in the sum of $249.60 a year. 
These two items alone account for 
$549.60 and taken in connection with 
insurance, repairs and water make up 
the bulk of our expenses. ‘To meet these 
we have two tenants: the Newport 
Chapter of the Red Cross and the occu- 
pant of a small suite of two rooms and a 
bath; another suite is occupied by our 
custodian. It is planned to leave two rooms 
open to public inspection. ‘The property 
was operated at a loss last year which, it 
is hoped, can be reduced somewhat dur- 
ing this coming year and quite decidedly 
the year after. Thhe hurricane damaged 
our fences, the repair of which will help 
further to put this house in the debit col- 
umn for the coming year. The exterior 
is even more in need of paint than the 
interior. From all of this, it may be de- 
duced that the house came to us out of 
repair as well as lacking endowment and 
its administration presents a problem. 
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Entrance Hall of the Tobias Lear House, Portsmouth, New Bampshire 


COURTESY OF SAMUEL CHAMBERLAIN 


On the other hand it should be remem- 
bered that this is one of the prominent 
houses of Newport, a structure of un- 
usual interest, having a central portion 
of the seventeenth century, in front of 
which was built an addition of the eight- 
eenth century. The house is a fine one 
and will presently become a decided 
credit to the Society but meanwhile, as 
each one of them has done in the past, it 
presents its problems. 


36. Colonel Josiah Quincy house, 
1770, Quincy, Mass. 

Received in 1937 as the gift of various 
subscribers and situated in a residential 
section of Quincy, numbered twenty on 
Muirhead Street. In this case, the So- 





ciety is making a beginning of getting 
settled. The house came in pretty good 
repair but needing renovation, totally un- 
furnished, with but a tiny endowment and 
subject to a small mortgage. The donors 
have assumed the burden of the mort- 
gage and the task of increasing somewhat 
the endowment fund, while members of 
the family stand ready to contribute pieces 
of furniture. The custodian’s ell was 
adapted for occupancy and Mrs. Drew 
and her daughter were installed as cus- 
todians. ‘The house is not ready for in- 
spection but will probably be open some- 
time during the coming year. The com- 
mittee in charge is anxious to receive 
further donations in order to enlarge the 
endowment and improve the furnishing. 
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Summary of Real Estate 

The Society’s properties are now 
thirty-eight in number, consisting of 
thirty-two houses, two burying grounds, 
an old fish shed (Squash house) a grist 
mill, a cooperage shop and Richard 
Derby’s MclIntire-designed barn. Of 
these properties, twenty-three came as 
gifts, six by bequest, six as gifts by sub- 
scription and only three by purchase. Al- 
though the Richard Derby house in Sa- 
lem is no longer ours, it continues to ap- 
pear on our list as a property for which 
we render account, and in which we are 
interested. 

As pointed out in previous reports, it 1s 
noteworthy that the acquisition of real 
estate is financed quite apart from mem- 
bership dues, which are insufficient prop- 
erly to administer even the Society’s of- 
fice. In spite of this, an impression seems 
to be somewhat prevalent that the So- 
ciety is wealthy and needs only to dip 
into its coffers in order to buy whatever 
it may desire out of the list of properties 
offered. Nothing could be further from 
the facts, which accounts for there hav- 
ing been but three purchases, as against 
the twenty-three properties that came to 
us by gift, the six by bequest, and the six 
by subscription, a total of thirty-five. 

In general, the Society’s policy with 
regard to the acquisition of real estate 
has been opportunist. We have taken 
what we could acquire most easily and 
administer most successfully out of the 
properties offered us and have avoided 
those whose acquisition would have im- 
plied an undue amount of labor to ac- 
quire or a strain on the finances of the 
Society or its friends to administer. 

Vermont continues to be the one New 
England state in which we own nothing 
but this is a condition certain sooner or 
later to be corrected. 


The Society has sometimes been criti- 
cized for accepting properties without en- 
dowment but those who make this criti- 
cism should bear in mind that time and 
again it has been a question either of tak- 
ing a property under such conditions or 
of losing it altogether. Since we have a 
rooted objection to markers such as those 
reading “Here stood the Hancock 
house,” it has seemed wisest to take some 
unendowed properties and count on the 
future for further assistance. ‘That there 
is wisdom in this policy is shown by 
the interest which friends and descend- 
ants are taking in the future support of 
certain properties, as proved by wills and 
gifts. 

One of the greatest handicaps in our 
work is the fact that it would be unwise, 
except in selected cases, to list the best 
properties we would gladly acquire. Such 
a list might well be a signal for all the 
wreckers to descend upon them for the 
benefit of museums, of individuals and 
dealers. 


Frost Graveyard, Newcastle, N.H. 

Just who owns the Frost Graveyard 
the writer knows not but our Society 
owns a fund of a thousand dollars, raised 
by Mr. Paul Frost, the income to be 
used for its care. This income is every 
year turned over to Mr. Frost and spent 
as he deems best for the upkeep of this 
graveyard. This is an_ illustration of 
what might be done for many other 
graveyards scattered throughout New 
England. 


Wentworth-Gardner house, 1760, 
Mechanic Street, Portsmouth, N. H. 


This mansion, owned by the Metro- 
politan Museum of New York, is one of 
the most beautiful eighteenth-century 
wooden houses in America. ‘The Muse- 
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um has given our Society a three-year 
option of purchase at a decided reduc- 
tion both from the cost price and the 
price at which the house could have been 
sold to two others for removal. This op- 
tion expires July 1, 1941 and on it our 
Society has to date paid $1700.00 raised 
by its committee. We have just received 
so favorable an offer of help that it be- 
hooves the committee and our members 
to work harder than ever to effect the 
purchase of this house. Friends have of- 
fered to give some $700 when the next 
$200 is raised, so making $1000. ‘There 
seems to be no reason why, with the 
help of this offer, we should not this 
spring add at least another thousand to 
the $1700 that has been sent the Metro- 
politan Museum, so making almost 
$3000 paid during the first year of the 
option. Should we be able to continue at 
this rate, the $10,000 will be almost 
paid during the three-year period and we 
could consider the house as saved. ‘The 
troublesome feature of endowment 
would still remain but this house happens 
to be the only one in the Society’s pos- 
session the entrance fees to which suffice 
to pay the ordinary running expenses, 
apart from repairs. 


Tobias Lear house, ca. 1740, Hunk- 
ing Street, Portsmouth, N. H. 


This house is owned by one of our 
members who bought it at the writer’s 
request and holds it subject to redemption 
by the Society. Attempts to raise money 
for its acquisition have been handicapped 
by the fact that the more beautiful 
Wentworth-Gardner house adjoining 
it has successfully held the center of the 
stage, and until the acquisition of the lat- 
ter is safely put through, efforts for the 
Lear house must face the handicap of 
competition. Nevertheless the 


severe 


Lear house, administered by us subject 
to a verbal option of purchase at the cost 
price plus later expenditures, a grand 
total of about $3500.00, is a building 
well worth visiting and decidedly worth 
preserving. As the birthplace of the man 
who knew Washington more intimately 
than any other during the last years of 
his life, being not only his private secre- 
tary, but also twice in succession his 
nephew by marriage, the connection be- 
tween the Lear and Washington families 
was extraordinarily close. Naturally this 
house, during the occupation of the 
Lears, contained many memorials re- 
ceived as gifts from members of the 
Washington family. These have passed 
into the hands of descendants and are 
now elsewhere, but the Society’s efforts 
are bent not only towards properly furn- 
ishing the house in the style of ‘Tobias 
Lear’s period, but towards making it a 
center for the exhibition of material illus- 
trating the Revolution and the life of 
Washington. Much financial assistance 
is needed to bring this about. 


Benjamin Abbott house, 1785, An- 
dover, Mass. 


Bought by a member and held for re- 
purchase by the Society at cost price. 
This patriarch is the ancestral home of 
countless descendants of the Abbott 
family to whom its preservation should 
be an object of pious solicitude. ‘The hur- 
ricane blew over the superb elm tree 
which just missed wrecking the house, 
doing instead a great deal of damage to 
the barn. This has all been repaired and 
the premises are now in fairly good order 
but awaiting purchase by descendants 
or the Society and final restoration as a 
memorial to Benjamin Abbott. The 
amount involved is very small—but a 
few thousand dollars—and the house is 
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a charming one, the only drawback being 
the proximity of the railroad tracks. 


Morse-Libby house, 1858, Port- 
land, Me. 


The option on this house has been 
given up and the committee has admitted 
defeat in its effort to raise the purchase 
price of $8000, to which would have 
to be added at least $2000 for repairs 
and an endowment of not less than 
$10,000. The failure of the committee 
to raise this is really a major disaster 
for this seems to be the finest mid-Vic- 
torian house in New England, perhaps 
in America, one that should be made our 
most sumptuous and outstanding Vic- 
torian landmark. It would be a shame to 
lose this house, but only immediate action 
can save it. Anyone interested to help is 
asked to write the Secretary immediately 
for any day now may bring about its 
demolition. 


Lewis house, Brookfield, Mass., ca. 
1810. 

During the year the Society was of- 
fered the gift of the Lewis house in 
Brookfield, an imposing mansion, one of 
the two best in the village. It contains 
about fifteen rooms of which a number 
are in the remodelled garret now fitted 
with a mansard roof which should some- 
time give way to the original type. The 
house itself is in fairly good repair, need- 
ing merely normal renovation, while the 
land oftered with it, several acres in ex- 
tent, is ample. The Board of Trustees 
have, however, so far hesitated to accept 
it because there is no endowment offered, 
nor is there any apparent means of ad- 
ministering it in such a way as to insure 
its upkeep. Any member interested in 


that property and its preservation, or 


interested in the welfare of Brookfield, is 
asked to correspond with the Secretary. 


Indian Hill, West Newbury, Mass. 

During the year the Society was of- 
fered the gift, with sufficient acreage, of 
the house with contents, in West New- 
bury, known as Indian Hill. Its nucleus is 
a barn made over as a house and greatly 
added to in an amazing congeries of 
roomsthat seem almost numberless, while 
attached to, or adjoining, the house are 
extensive barns of interesting construc- 
tion. The whole is a monument to the 
genius of Benjamin Perley Poore who 
built it about the middle of the nine- 
teenth century, being perhaps the first 
American to appreciate the importance 
of picking up parts of houses being de- 
stroyed here and there, and antiques of 
all kinds whenever and wherever to be 
secured. For instance, he acquired the 
panelling from the Council Chamber of 
the old Province house in Boston and 
worked this into the structure of Indian 
Hill, but whether or not exactly as it 
stood in the Province house, who can say. 
The house served so evidently as an in- 
spiration for the late Mr. Henry Sleeper 
of Boston in the construction of his fasci- 
nating house of many rooms at Eastern 
Point, Gloucester, that the connection 
between the two can easily be followed 
by an inspection of both. | 

The Trustees would gladly have ac- 
cepted this offer of Indian Hill with all 
its contents had there been any endow- 
ment offered with the house. Unfortu- 
nately this was not the case and as it was 
estimated that about $100,000.00 would 
have been necessary in order to provide 
the income with: which to administer so 
large a property, no steps were taken to 
close with the offer. 
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THinslow Crocker House 


ON ITS ORIGINAL LOCATION IN WEST 


BARNSTABLE BEFORE REMOVAL TO 


YARMOUTH PORT FOR PRESENTATION TO THE SOCIETY 


Shirley-Eustis house, ca. 1753, 
Shirley St., Roxbury, Mass. 

This square mansion is all that remains 
of Shirley Place, in its day one of the 
most admired and elaborate colonial 
residences in all the colonies. Its builder 
was Governor of Massachusetts and 
commander-in-chief of the King’s forces 
engaged in fighting the French in 
America, so the house sheltered many 
notable persons of the day. When Wash- 
ington came here as a young man to 


acquaint Governor Shirley with the 
death of his son on the occasion of Brad- 
dock’s defeat, he must have come to 
Shirley Place sometime during the visit. 
In 1819, the property came into the 
hands of Governor Eustis, in whose day 
still other notable persons of this later 
period were also entertained here, among 
them Lafayette. 

The distinguishing feature of this 
house is a central hall of a character not 
found elsewhere in New England. In 
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floor space it about equals two large 
rooms, but is two stories in height with a 
musicians’ gallery at one end. Like all 
the other features in this house, the 
character of this hall was at sometime 
altered and it now holds a staircase which 
seems not to have been part of the origi- 
nal design. This house is held by a small 
and weak Society known as the Shirley- 
Eustis House Association. Many years 
ago, this Association went on record as 
desiring to turn over its property to our 
Society and we went on record as willing 
to accept it if only a $10,000.00 endow- 
ment could be found. Recently the Asso- 
ciation voted its approval of a plan to 
turn the house and land over to the 
Massachusetts Society of Colonial Dames 
of America. The only objection to such a 
transfer is that the Dames would un- 
doubtedly take the house apart for re- 
erection elsewhere, whereas our Society 
would be more than glad to leave the 
house standing where it is. The 
$10,000 endowment, on the receipt of 
which we expressed a willingness to ac- 
cept the property, should preferably have 
read $20,000. 


Old Meeting-house, early nine- 
teenth century, Wellfleet, Mass. 


This meeting-house, probably of the 
early nineteenth century, some time ago 
was removed from South Wellfleet for 
preservation in the village of Wellfleet, 
under the auspices of the Cape Cod Colo- 
nial Society. After a few years this So- 
ciety became inactive and the meeting- 
house, as the result of a foreclosure or 
two, passed to an owner who is now try- 
ing to secure a good title in the Land 
Court. A_ possible cloud on this title 
is the fact that some of the lots were 
transferred to the Cape Cod Colonial 
Society with a reversion to our Society in 


case the other should pass out of exist- 
ence. Just what our rights are is a matter 
for legal investigation the outcome of 
which is not yet quite clear. There may 
be a possibility that our Society has here a 
bargaining point to be used in some way 
to help protect the old meeting-house. 


The Hempstead house, seven- 
teenth century, New London, Conn. 

As members may recollect, this house 
some years ago was offered our Society 
as a gift on terms which we were unable 
to meet. More recently the late Miss 
Branch bequeathed it to the Connecti- 
cut Landmarks Society but this bequest 
has been contested. We hope that it will 
be found to be valid for the house is in 
every way worthy of preservation and 
the Landmarks Society should be able to 
administer it with marked success, al- 
though we understand that no endow- 
ment was bequeathed. 


Huguenot house, pre-Revolution- 
ary, New London, Conn. 

There is no apparent reason why the 
name Huguenot should be applied to 
this house which is an extremely pictur- 
esque stone structure of a story and a 
half. It is of the gambrel roof type and 
being on a prominent corner is, like all 
such, in constant danger of falling be- 
fore the demands of some gasoline filling 
station. It is much to be hoped that 
means may be found to preserve it, for 
owing to its proximity to the Hempstead 
house, the two might well be adminis- 
tered together. 


Joshua Ward house —Hotel Wash- 
ington, 1780, Salem, Mass. 


One of the buildings the preservation 
of which is of major importance. This 
three-story brick mansion 1s wholly lack- 
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ing in the delicacy of detail and refine- 
mer * of treatment that are found in the 
Pierce-Nichols, the White-Pingree and 
Thomas Woodbridge houses, all three in 
Salem. Nevertheless it has a_ sturdy 
strength in the bold treatment of its 
own ‘detail, and has come through the 
years amazingly complete, requiring al- 
most no restoration whatsoever. This is 
one of the properties the loss of which to 
New England would be a major calam- 
ity, but as yet no method for assuring its 
permanent preservation has appeared. 
Somehow a way must be found, for the 
destruction of such a property should 
under no circumstances be tolerated. It 
is to see such houses as this one and the 
three other Salem houses noted above, 
that visitors travel hundreds or even 
thousands of miles. “hese houses are our 
assets, secured to us without cost or ef- 
fort from our generation. We have but 
to exploit them to bring more and more 
visitors with consequent profit to our- 
selves. To destroy them is to waste our 
inheritance senselessly, and without profit. 


Auld Lang Syne, ca. 1720, Siascon- 
sett, Mass. 


The most fascinating island off the 
coast of New England is unquestionably 
Nantucket, and all who have been there 
know the unique cluster of fishermen’s 
huts forming the original village of Sias- 
consett. The oldest of these huts, known 
as Auld Lang Syne, stands now aban- 
doned and for sale, begging to be rescued 
from imminent decay. ‘The purchase and 
careful repair of this cottage are vital to 
the preservation of the aspect of the vil- 
lage. Some of our members would like 
nothing better than to see the house come 
to us, and we ask all who may be in- 
terested to help, to write the office 
promptly. 





Captain Coombs house, 1784, New- 
buryport, Mass. 


On Front Street, the old waterfront 
of the town, stands one of the first of the 
three-story brick houses, four rooms to a 
floor, to be built here. This section of the 
city has long since ceased to be the fash- 
ionable residential district and the Coombs 
house, like many another, fell on evil 
days and the contract for its demoli- 
tion had recently been let. It was at this 
stage that two of our members secured 
the house and are now working valiantly 
in the hope of preserving it, if possible in 
the hands of our Society. The house has 
suffered in two respects. The one-story 
ell beyond the old kitchen has disap- 
peared and at sometime the staircase was 
taken out. The rest of the house remains 
practically untouched and the two princi- 
pal ground-floor rooms to the left and to 
the right of the front door contain man- 
telpieces of the most interesting types. 
‘That these should have outlived the vi- 
cissitudes through which the house has 
passed is amazing. The panelling and 
mantels throughout, extremely interest- 
ing in three more rooms and normally 
good elsewhere, have survived intact as 
have almost all the features of the origi- 
nal kitchen. The members working for 
the preservation of this house have beg- 
ged all of those who may be interested 
to help them to lose no time in offering 
their cooperation, which will be warmly 
welcomed. The cost of the house was 
about two thousand dollars and rather 
more will be needed for repairs and 
eventually an endowment of from 
$5000 to $10,000 will be needed. Be it 
noted that although the house has been 
bought, it is by no means wholly paid for 
and help in paying off indebtedness would 
be most welcome. Your Secretary will 
give further information on request. 
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Bequest of Mrs. Waldo O. Ross. 


Mrs. Waldo O. Ross, a daughter of the 
late Franklin Haven, bequeathed the So- 
ciety the sum of $5000 expressing at 
the same time the following wish: “To 
the Society for the Preservation of New 
England Antiquities five thousand dol- 
lars ($5000) I hope that it may ac- 
quire the old Haven house at Framing- 
ham, Mass.” Just how this wish is to be 
civen effect is uncertain but will probably 
be determined in the course of the com- 
ing year. Mrs. Ross bequeathed the So- 
ciety a few objects in the Haven home- 
stead at Beverly Farms and from the 
executors we received scores of additional 
pieces appropriate toour Museum or tothe 
furnishing of some of our houses. Prog- 
ress towards giving effect to Mrs. Ross’s 
wish will probably be made this coming 
vear after the bequest has been received. 


Parris house, 1669, Wayland, Mass. 

Situated on the edge of extensive 
meadows, this house is invisible from the 
roadway and the passer-by would never 
suspect that the lane leading to it was 
other than an ordinary woods road. ‘The 
house needed repairs and the owner was 
discouraged at the estimates given him as 
necessary to spend in order to preserve 
it, and at the same time make a livable 
house according to modern standards. 
As the winter season was approaching, 
when we are unaccustomed to working 
on the Society’s houses, our mechanic 
was lent to the owners and accepted by 
them on the basis of estimates making 
substantial savings over the figures of 
others. To date the work has progressed 
to the entire satisfaction of the owners. 
As a result of lending our mechanic and 
giving some advice, the oldest house in 
Wayland should be in a condition to sur- 
vive for at least another hundred years. 


General Appeals. 


As soon as it became apparent, almost 
immediately after founding the Society, 
that the annual dues would never suffice 
in any way for the acquisition of prop- 
erties, the Board, with the assent of the 
members previously obtained in Annual 
Meeting, adopted the policy of issuing 
general appeals to all members for pur- 
poses specified. In the pre-depression days, 
such an appeal could have been counted 
on to bring in over $12,000 even when, 
as sometimes was the case, three were 
issued a year. As the annual dues brought 
in a similar sum, the Society had available 
for expenditure from $30,000 to $40,000 
ayear. With the advent ofthe income tax 
and hard times, money was harder to raise 
and as that tax has increased and times 
have become harder, the amounts to be 
raised through general appeals to the 
members have grown progressively 
smaller although the needs of the Society 
have grown greater in about the same 
ratio. Last year, we issued but one ap- 
peal—the principal item of which was 
for $3000 with which to meet the de- 
ficit in running expenses for half a year. 
No second appeal was issued in the fall. 
The spring appeal, actually issued July 
6 in the summer, for $3575 was as 
follows: 


Running Expenses $3000.¢ 
Royce house, Wallingford, 

Conn. 150.00 
Vermont H.A.B.S. Mea- 

sured drawings & photo- 

graphs 50.00 
Connecticut H.A.B.S. Mea- 


sured drawings & photo- 


_— 


O 


graphs 375.00 





$3575.00 
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The sum actually raised was $27 30.00. 
After deducting as usual the cost of the 
appeal which was $125.17, $2604.83 
was left which was applied to running 
expenses. Mr. Henry Fletcher very 
kindly gave the Society himself the H.A. 
B.S. measured drawings for Vermont 
and with these also some for New Hamp- 
shire. Unfortunately, nobody offered 
to do the same for the Connecticut photo- 
craphs and measured drawings which 
accordingly are not to be found in our 
files. This year, we shall doubtless have 
to issue two more appeals, one in the 
spring and one in the fall as in the recent 
past. Unless from some totally unsus- 
pected source we receive an endowment 
the income of which would be sufficient 
to meet our excess in running expenses, 
the principal item will have to be $3000 
for this purpose in each appeal. 


Membership. 

The largest number of members we 
ever had was 3247 just before the depres- 
sion. From this high mark we _ have 
dropped to a present membership, as of 
February 28, of 2114. As always, there 
will be aloss of membersthis March, to be 
made up by newcomers during the year. 
The difference between our present and 
our maximum past membership, 1133, 
represents an annual loss of from 
$4000.00 to $4500.00. The greater 
number were undoubtedly Associates but 
there were a certain number of Actives. 
One of our most urgent requirements 1s 
to get back to our past maximum mem- 
bership, but just how this is to be done 1s 
the problem. In the old days we would 
have undertaken a campaign by mail 
such as generally was successful if three 
per cent favorable replies were received, 
markedly successful with five per cent 


acceptances, a decided loss with only 


two per cent, and a flat failure with but 
one per cent. Judging from the results at- 
tained by others, it has been an open ques- 
tion whether it would now pay us to 
spend money to finance a membership 
campaign. It has seemed more likely to 
result in a still further increase in our an- 
nual over-expenditure and for that rea- 
son has not yet been undertaken. Of 
course, It Is easy to say that if only every 
member would bring in a new member, 
we should be financially rescued. The 
point remains that it is only the very ex- 
ceptional member in any organization 
who will bring in a new one, and to think 
that it will be otherwise is merely wishful 
thinking of a pointless variety. The 
writer can only say here that the Trustees 
hope the members will always bear in 
mind the need of keeping up the mem- 
bership and whenever possible say a good 
word for the Society and its works. 


Membership Dues. 


As originally founded the Society had 
Associate Membership $2.00, Active 
Membership $5.00 and Life Membership 
at $50.00. These were quickly found to 
be too low and were some years later 
raised to Associate, $3.00; Active, $6.00 
and Life, $60.00. The only change 
since then has been to make Life Mem- 
bership $100.00. Of course, a theoretical 
source of income would be to raise the 
dues to $5.00 for Associate and $10.00 
for Active, but like so many other matters 
of theory, it might in practice turn out to 
be a loss rather than a gain. Only a can- 
vass of members can settle that point 
which is mentioned here only as some- 
thing worthy of investigation. One thing 
is absolutely certain; we cannot indefi- 
nitely continue the present over-expendi- 
ture. 
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Colonel John Thacher Bouse, Darmouthport, Massachusetts 


AS IT APPEARED ABOUT SIXTY YEARS AGO BEFORE COMING INTO 


POSSESSION OF 


Magazine. 

Mr. Appleton remains as editor, with 
Mr. Childs in the position of business 
manager. The issues have continued to 
be four a year; quite enough for what 
may be called an amateur staff but not 
enough to keep the members in close 
touch with the affairs of the Society. It 
has long been a question in the writer’s 
mind whether a monthly bulletin might 
not better serve this latter purpose but to 
issue this in addition to the magazine 
would be ruinously expensive. On the 
other hand, to give up the magazine, 
which last year cost a net of $3176.83, 
would be to deprive the distant members 
of the only return they receive, beyond 
the knowledge of helping a good cause. 
We have already cut down the size from 
the former maximum of fifty-seven pages 
to forty-five pages and a further reduc- 
tion is of course possible though not de- 


THE SOCIETY 


sirable. However, in this case as in all the 
others, we are rapidly finding that we 
must “cut our coat to suit our cloth’ 
and we may have to reduce the size 
of the magazine still further. “The one 
thing that is quite certain is that in some 
way or some combination of ways— 
whether by added endowment, more 
members, increase in membership dues or 
reduction in running expenses—the So- 
ciety’s income must be increased or its 
maintenance costs must be cut down. 


The Museum. 


Although the Museum is not strictly 
the province of the Corresponding Secre- 
tary, nevertheless the writer, as founder 
of the Society, has always taken the lib- 
erty of commenting on the progress of 
Museum and Library. One of the strong 
points of our Museum is the fact that, 
being located in Boston, it is in the capital 
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Colonel John Thacher House, Darmouthport, Massachusetts 


SHOWING THE PRESENT APPEARANCE OF THE PROPERTY 


of New England. So placed it has tended 
to grow at a rate of speed greatly ex- 
ceeding that of those museums placed in 
the smaller New England cities. As a re- 
sult, in the twenty-nine years of Its ex- 
istence, it has accumulated a vast wealth 
of material, and would have accumulated 
a great deal more had we but more space 
in which to place it. What we need then 
is a larger Museum building or an ex- 
tension of the present one; in either 
event, a problem of, let us say, at least 
$100,000 for land and building and as 
much more for endowment of the en- 
larged structure. Another need is for a 
permanent Museum Director with a 
secretary and custodians. Finally the 
Museum needs endowment out of the 
income of which to make purchases of 
material not apt to be received as gifts. 
In other words, the Museum requires a 
total of at least $500,000. 





The Library. 

In the development of the Society’s 
Library the object that has been kept in 
mind has been to avoid duplicating those 
readily available, near at hand. In other 
words, when it was possible to acquire by 
gift quantities of books of an_ historical 
nature not intimately connected with 
New England, these volumes have 
generally not been taken and many of 
those we have thought worthwhile for 
future use have had to go into temporary 
storage. Similarly with Genealogies— 
unless closely connected with New Eng- 
land, these have not been added to the 
Library, but the few that have been ac- 
quired have tended to be placed in the 
central library at the Otis house. Books 
on our own subjects, relating to the an- 
cient houses and to museum objects have 
been secured whenever and wherever 
possible, almost invariably as gifts. Since 
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we make practically no purchases, our 
growth is of a haphazard nature but to 
date it has served our purposes fairly well, 
though less satisfactory to visitors hoping 
to find every book on a subject. Such visi- 
tors have been directed to the Genealog- 
ical Society, the Boston Athenaeum, the 
Massachusetts Historical Society or to 
the Harvard College collections, all of 
which are good, and available to re- 
sponsible inquirers. 


Photograph Collection. 

As shown in the report of the Libra- 
rian, our collection of pictorial matter, 
under which heading would be included 
photographs, stereographs, postal cards 
and views relating to New England, is 
now very large and for the first time 
crosses the quarter million mark, as fol- 
lows: 


> a on ne an 
I hotographs ] I,) /9 
Stereographs 24,941 
Post cards 79,002 
= m a 
Views 76, 49 
259,771! 


That portion of the collection which 
is available for inspection is filed in fif- 
teen vertical three-drawer files with an 
overflow of two files for postal cards and 
nine large cabinets for over-size photo- 
graphs, measured drawings, maps and 
so forth. It so happens that the over-size 
material is almost all filed but of the 
postal cards, photographs and clippings, 
there are far more not filed but method- 
ically packed away in boxes arranged 
geographically and by subject. Some 
years ago, it was estimated that it would 
require at least fifteen more files of 
three drawers each to hold the collection 
that was in storage and even so, every 
drawer would be crowded to capacity. 
To start out with no drawer more than 


half full, so allowing for expansion, 
would require an addition of thirty files 
more or a grand total of forty-five new 
filing cabinets. At $50 per file, this would 
mean an expense of $2250 not to men- 
tion the room in which to house them. 
As though this were not a large enough 
need in itself, there would presently come 
the added need of mounting the un- 
mounted photographs and clippings in 
such a way as best to protect them —an 
enormous undertaking costing still more 
hundreds or thousands. Sometime this 
expense will have to be faced but for the 
moment we are assuming that our func- 
tion is to collect the material, taking what 
we can acquire when we can get it and 
leaving to the future the responsibility of 
caring for it properly. Nevertheless the 
calls for material now hopelessly buried in 
cartons is slowly increasing and will con- 
tinue so to increase; but we can do noth- 
ing to help this until much more assist- 
ance is available. 


Most Pressing Needs 

‘The writer has been asked so often 
what are our most important needs that 
he has listed them for general informa- 
tion. They may be stated to be the fol- 
lowing: 

First: An endowment of $200,000 
the income of which at four per cent, 
$8000 a year, would extinguish our 
present annual over-expenditure and 
make possible the concentration of our 
general appeals, as in the past, on dif- 
ferent preservation projects. 

Second: A gift of $43,049 with which 


to extinguish all of the 


mortgages 
which now encumber the administration 
of our real estate with yearly interest pay- 
ments totalling approximately $2144 
which sum would be set free for the im- 
provement of our properties. 
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Third: The added endowment of such 
of our properties as most need it, in order 
to allow the maintenance of all in nor- 
mally good condition, For this it is esti- 
mated that the sum of $179,750 would 
barely suffice as a minimum. 

Fourth: Gifts to make possible the ac- 
quisition of certain properties known to 
be in danger, among the very best in 
New England and with no apparent 
means of rescue. As pointed out before, 
to list them by name might well lead to 
their early injury or destruction for the 
benefit of museums or individuals. “The 
writer's personal guess of the sums 
needed for the properties of which he 
happens to have personal knowledge 1s 
arranged as follows by states. 

Mane $137,000.00 
New Hampshire 43,000.00 
Massachusetts 155,600.00 
Rhode Island 20,000.00 
Connecticut 100,000.00 

Fifth: ‘There are a number of small 
Societies in New England struggling to 
retain and maintain properties which 
they would gladly turn over to a larger 
Society to administer. ‘These can accord- 
ingly be had as gifts, but their acceptance 
would, in every case, imply payment of 
some kind—sometimes of a mortgage 
and at other times of an endowment. 
Evidently these properties can not be 
listed, but among them are some of our 
very finest examples. From $5000.00 
to $10,000.00 each would probably suf- 
fice. 

Sixth: 


Museum endowment — of 


$500,000.00 

Seventh: Library endowment of from 
$50,000.00 to $100,000.00 

Eighth: Seven gifts of $10,000.00 
each, or fewer in multiples of that sum 
to permit the extension of our home lot. 


Conclusion. 

Our Society was founded in the winter 
of 1910 and will accordingly be thirty 
years old this coming winter. During 
this time we have weathered numerous 
panics, a world war and a depression of 
ten years’ duration. Had anyone prophe- 
sied such squally weather, we should 
probably have never weighed anchor and 
left port, to use a nautical simile. Hav- 
ing once started, there is, however, no 
turning back and it is for us to carry on 
successfully the labors of our associates 
of thirty, twenty and ten years ago. Of 
the early members, fully half must have 
gone beyond by this time and many new 
ones have taken their places. Presently 
it will be the turn of the rest of us to 
give way to a still newer lot of members, 
and so it will go on indefinitely. ‘The 
very purpose of our Society’s existence is 
to restrain the ceaseless operation of this 
law of change with reference to certain 
antiquities of the past considered worthy 
of as prolonged a life as it is humanly 
possible to give them. This is in every 
way a worthy ambition, one common to 
every branch of the human race, as wit- 
nessed by the care given to selected me- 
morials of the past, at all times and in all 
places. 

We have assumed the pleasant burden 
of selecting the better of our New Eng- 
land properties for preservation, and it 
will be the duty of our successors to se- 
lect still other properties as the passing 
years add to the list of those classed as 
antiques. Our predecessors did well by 
us—let us do well by our successors, in 
the hope that the example we set them 
will lead them in their turn to do well by 
the generations yet to follow. 

I have the honor to remain 

Yr. Most Hble. & Obt. Servet. 
Wm. SUMNER APPLETON 


Report of the Librarian 


Mr. THomas G. FROTHINGHAM 


March 1, 1938 to March 1, 1939 


URING the past year the follow- 
ing items were added to the libra- 
ry: 1,550 photographs, 542 stere- 

ographs, 1,155 picture postal cards, 4,060 
views, 135 volumes, 915 pamphlets, 325 
lantern slides, 119 measured drawings, 
73 negatives and many miscellaneous 
items. Adding to the first four similar 
cifts received during the previous twenty- 
eight years makes 71,779 photographs, 
24,941 stereographs, 78,002 _ picture 
postal cards, 76,049 views, or a total of 
, 771 illustrations of all kinds. ‘These 
are geographically filed and have proved 
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most helpful to students and investigators 
on numerous occasions. The Society has 
one of the largest and most comprehen- 
sive collections of this kind relating to 
landmarks of early New England to be 
found anywhere. We also collect similar 
contemporary data for future use. 

Of the past year’s gifts the largest is that 
of 237 photographs, 547 stereographs, 
209 picture postal cards, 1,912 views, 20 
volumes, 70 pamphlets and 2,189 mis- 
cellaneous items from Mr. Wm. Sumner 
Appleton. From Mr. Morgan B. Brain- 
ard of Hartford, Connecticut, we received 
a valuable lot of 207 pamphlets, and from 
his brother, Mr. Newton C. Brainard, 
came a collection of 20 enlargements of 
photographs of Connecticut churches, 
taken by himself. ‘These added to his pre- 
vious gifts give us about a hundred photo- 
graphs of these churches, the fine result 
of an extremely useful antiquarian pur- 
suit. The Misses Dexter, of Providence, 
Rhode Island, gave 35 photographs and 
128 views. Mr. John Mead Howells of 
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New York City gave 206 photographs, 
many of them having been used to illus- 
trate his very interesting book, The Ar- 
chitectural Heritage of the Piscataqua. Of 
the 325 lantern slides received this year, 
301 came from Miss Marguerite Rand of 
Cambridge. These have all been num- 
bered and the identified slides filed, but 
there are two boxes of them yet to be 
identified. Miss Rand also sent 138 photo- 
graphs. 

Our collection of lantern slides is now 
an outstanding one, containing many of 
old buildings that have long since disap- 
peared, and many still extant. ‘The Society 
has been able to assist individuals and other 
organizations by lending slides for illus- 
trated lectures on old New England land- 
marks. 

Another important growth is the addi- 
tion of the 119 measured drawings of old 
New England buildings, some of which 
have since been demolished and _ these 
make a permanent record of their appear- 
ance and plan. The Society now has a 
total of 2,403 measured drawings of 
worthwhile old houses and buildings. Our 
members will remember that in the Ap- 
peal of July 6, 1938, the third item was 
for $50.00 towards the purchase of the 
measured drawings and photographs of 
the Vermont H. A. B. S. Mr. Henry 
Fletcher of New York sent the total 
$50.00 asked for this purpose. It finally 
proved that the Vermont measured draw- 
ings and photographs cost only $21.00 
and Mr. Fletcher kindly gave permission 
to use the remaining $29.00 for similar 
work in New Hampshire. 
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It may not be generally known that an- 
other branch of the library consists of a 
collection of 22,811 photographic nega- 
tives. As the extent and excellence of this 
collection becomes more generally known 
the orders for prints increase, the past year 
having surpassed all others in the number 
of orders received. Perhaps the two most 
popular subdivisions in our collection are 
the negatives of sailing ships and steam- 
ships in the former Stebbins collection, and 
the negatives of paintings by Copley and 
other famous artists in the Bayley collec- 
tion. An order that will be of interest to 
our members is that of a photograph of 
the Otis house, purchased by Wm. Filene 
Son’s Company to be reproduced by them 
as a mural on the walls of their Salad 
Bowl! Restaurant. 

Members are asked to bear in mind 
that the Society’s library is carried on en- 
tirely without any endowment assigned to 
its particular development. ‘This hampers 
us greatly in our growth along lines which 
should be our special fields. We can safely 
allow the subject of general history and 
that of genealogy to be cared for by two 
other highly specialized local libraries, but 
it is foolish to expect our staff to zo to 
these libraries to consult books on our own 
special subjects of New England architec- 
ture, houses and other buildings, and 
smaller antiquities of all kinds. On these 
subjects many books are published each 
year but we have no means of securing 
them and must wait until the libraries of 
members and friends are broken up and 
we are given an opportunity of taking 
what we may be able to use—a process 
which means waiting for a book for so 
many years that by the time it arrives it 
has been outdated by a later book. 





Similarly, and even more so, with our 
collection of photographs, there are thou- 
sands taken each year which should be 
added to our files and unless purchased 
will not be acquired except as a matter of 
good luck at some future time. We should 
also be in a position to acquire the more 
appropriate negatives from the estates of 
deceased photographers. Of such estates 
there are many every year, a wise selection 
from which would make our own collec- 
tion an even more outstanding one. The 
field is our own and the competition is 
negligible, and yet we have not a cent 
available for use along these lines. 

Another great need of the library is 
more space, at least several times as much 
as it now has. A vast amount of material 
that should be on the shelves or in the files 
is packed away each year for lack of room 
in which to display it. While this does not 
hamper our growth as much as might be 
expected, it certainly lessens the use that 
is made of the Society’s collections and in- 
terferes with our giving our members and 
the public the service to which they are 
entitled. 

Finally, as an example of what I have 
in mind in citing the needs of the Society’s 
library, a recent mail brought an adver- 
tisement announcing The Linguistic 
Atlas of New England, the first of three 
projected volumes on this subject, but so 
expensive to produce that this first volume 
is priced at $60.00, which puts it com- 
pletely out of our reach. 

As Librarian, I venture to hope that the 
library will before long have greatly en- 
larged quarters, means for employing a 
staff of its own, and bequests of endow- 
ment funds the income from which can 
be devoted to the library’s growth. 


Report of the Director of the Museum 


Mr. CHARLEs D. CHILDs 


March 1, 1938 to March 1, 1939 


HE Museum received during the 
past year 1428 gifts, including 
china, glass, pewter, furniture, 
costumes, dolls, toys, silver and miscel- 
laneous articles. A few of the outstand- 
ing bequests and gifts are given herewith. 

Bequest of Mrs. Isaac Sprague, several 
pieces of blue and white Staffordshire. 

Bequest of Miss Frances Bartlett, set 
of pink lustre ware. 

Bequest of Miss Grace Murray, glass- 
ware, Parian pieces, cross-stitch picture. 

Bequest of Dr. and Mrs. Albert J. 
Nute, a fine tea set of pink lustre and 
several other pieces of pink lustre, a num- 
ber of pieces of colored glassware, a tea 
set of white china, and part of an old 
Staffordshire tea set. 

Estate of Mrs. W. O. Ross, a large as- 
sortment of household articles, games, 
daguerreotypes, ambrotypes, engravings, 
dolls’ furniture. 

Estate of Miss Alice L. Pond, candle- 
sticks, lamps of various kinds (including 
betty, lard oil, camphine, and whale oil 
lamps), miscellaneous Staffordshire 
pieces, and glassware. 

Estate of Mrs. Adeline Slade Fitz 
(Mrs. Fitz was one of the incorporators 
of the Society and her death was reported 
at the Annual Meeting of March 9, 
1938), a French doll, doll’s four-post 
maple bed, and doll’s carriage. 

Miss Frances L. Chace gave miscellan- 
eous articles of clothing and household 
utensils. 

Mrs. William H. Hoffman and Mr. 
Charles P. Harrington each gave a fine 
lot of painted lead toys of the 1890’s. 
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Mr. Francis A. Foster gave an arm- 
chair used by Harrison Gray Otis in his 
Beacon Street home. 

Mr. James E. Whitney gave an in- 
teresting old lantern which tradition says 
was carried in Newburyport in the mid- 
eighteenth century attending 
Whitefield’s meetings. 

Assortments of clothing, silver, toys 
and other objects came from Miss Anna 
D. Sheffield, Miss Mary Frye, Miss Ruth 
L. S. Child, Miss Harriett G. Scott and 
Miss R. H. Vivian. 

The Society also received the follow- 
ing loans: 

Miss May Mellus, several pieces of 
furniture, a large collection of Chinese 
enamel ware, china, glassware, lamps, 


when 


etc. 

Mr. Frank Chouteau Brown, several 
pieces of furniture. 

The Steinert Piano Company loaned 
a piano on which Beethoven composed his 
Eroica. It was bought in Vienna about 
one hundred years ago by Elexander 
Steinert from the heirs of Nanette Stein 
Streicher, sister of Andre Stein, the 
maker. It has remained in Boston ever 
since and is now on exhibition in the 
drawing room of the Otis house. 


Nore: The wax doll given last year by 
Miss Mary Chamberlain, with a com- 
plete French wardrobe, is on display on 
the first floor of the Museum building in 
a case presented by Miss Chamberlain. 


Repetitious though it may be, the 
members should again be advised that ad- 
ditional space to house the accumulation 
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of objects owned by the Society is sadly 
needed. The collections in the Museum 
building occupy all the available space, 
and while they are shown to the best pos- 
sible advantage within that space many of 
the exhibits are cramped and more ob- 
jects now in storage cannot be shown 
until there is a place provided for them. 

Again the fact should be mentioned 
that the museum endowment Is quite in- 
adequate and no programme of a nature 
which would permit expanded educa- 
tional work, nor any plan for furthering 
the general needs of the Museum can be 
undertaken until additional funds are 
available. 

The members of the Society may well 
be aware that in the few years past there 
has been a rapidly growing interest in 
historical Americana in the field of arts 
and antiquities. Exhibitions of American 
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genre, historical paintings, wood carv- 
ings, prints, sculpture, and allied objects, 
have been arranged by outstanding fine 
arts museums in New York and New 
England, and the success of these has 
prompted further showings for the com- 
ing spring and summer. For example, the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art will show 
a large collection of American genre 
paintings of the nineteenth century in 
connection with the New York World’s 
Fair, and most of the New England mu- 
seums will have similar exhibitions during 
the same period. Our Museum, as a 
pioneer in the field of New England 
antiquities and allied arts, welcomes the 
effort of other New England institutions 
to stimulate public interest in our antig- 
ulties and to promote research in fields 
which have not yet been fully explored. 
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Wientworth-Gardner House, Portsmouth, New Hampshire 
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Che Foag Exhibition of New England Genre 


By G. Burton CUMMING 


HE news of a forthcoming exhi- 

bition of New England genre ma- 

terial at the Fogg Museum in Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts, should be of spe- 
cial interest to the readers of OLp- TIME 
NEw ENGLAND because it represents mu- 
seum recognition of a field which is within 
the special province of this magazine and 
the collectors of New Englandia. Also 
the members of Professor Paul J. Sachs’ 
course in Museum Work and Museum 
Problems deserve notice for their choice 
of this particular subject and for the 
amount of research and effort necessary 
to gather their material. ‘The exhibition is 
being put on, from start to finish, by grad- 
uate students of the Fine Arts Depart- 
ments of Harvard and Radcliffe; and in 
so doing they enable the Fogg Museum to 
codperate with a group of museums in 
New England at present engaged on a 
joint programme of collecting material to 
illustrate many phases of New England 
art in summer exhibitions. 

New England genre has a definite 
meaning and a definite place in American 
art of the last one hundred and fifty years. 
It derives its inspiration and source from 
the desire of the householder to have ob- 
jects of decoration around him reminis- 
cent of every-day life. There was one 
thought which prompted the New Eng- 
lander to commission the portrait or the 
family group, but distinctly another that 
gave rise to the presence of the little 
scenes on samplers, on the plates he 
bought, and the weather vanes that topped 
his barns. ‘The trader wanted ships, sym- 
bols of his livelihood, painted as they rode 
at anchor or standing by as the crew 
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struggled to capture a whale. Prints and 
paintings abounded to supply a native de- 
mand for scenes of city and country life. 
And the engraver, the painter, and the 
craftsman in their shops enjoyed busy 
careers. 

It is interesting to discover during such 
a period of unselfconscious expression, 
when decoration was a good staple market 
article, and when art was not a studio un- 
dertaking, that a definite school of work- 
manship was established. Just as the crude 
and rugged cigar store Indians all have 
a way of looking alike, so, for instance, is 
there an immediately recognizable qual- 
ity to the Currier and Ives prints. Robert 
Salmon with his excellent harbor views 
and sturdy ships preceded others, such as 
Fitz Hugh Lane and J. F. Buttersworth, 
who have his bold and realistic way of 
telling a story and picturing the seafaring 
life and figures of the great period of 
American expansion and trade. There is a 
certain forthright solidness about his fig- 
ures that has character lasting straight 
into the work of Winslow Homer; for the 
genre subject in American art had its 
beginnings in the work of New Eng- 
landers. 

It is the task of the exhibition in Cam- 
bridge primarily to establish the presence 
of the genre scene as the backbone to a 
good portion of New England’s decora- 
tive arts. Then comes the problem, an ex- 
citing one, of relating work of widely dif- 
fering mediums, and with a spread of over 
a century, to an art style localized in 
New England and indigenous to the char- 
acter of our historical and cultural back- 
ground, The three illustrations are sam- 
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ples of the material, and a taste of the 
problem in stylistic relation. Mr. Pauly’s 
iron weather vane, The Man Bowling, 
was found in New Hampshire but lacks 
all other pedigree. The little figure intent 
upon his game has life and humor, the sil- 
houette is crisp and well composed, and 
the scene, well adapted to its decorative 
function, has the quality of the fun and 
sociability of the village green. Yet a cer- 
tain restraint marks this anonymous work 
and is characteristic of this whole period. 

Allied in this one respect, though far 
removed from the Bowler in any others 
excepting its genre character, is the Addi- 
son Gallery’s New England Country 
School by Winslow Homer. This quiet 
scene was painted in 1872. It is a sunny 
and spacious composition, with its strong 
horizontals broken only by the simple fig- 
ures of children and teacher and lightly 


shaded windows. Homer, who never felt 
a foreign influence, and used to say “if a 
man wants to be an artist he must never 
look at pictures,” was purely an Ameri- 
can painter and in this picture at any 
rate purely a New England one. In other 
words, here is a case where background 
and subject matter are enough to place 
the work within the tradition. Where else 
but in New England could the little fel- 
low with one leg thrown over the other 
and his nose in a book dominate the 
scene 

John Rogers, the third man illustrated 
here, 1s far too familiar a name and person 
to need much explanation. But it would 
be wrong not to mention that the Rogers 
family were New Englanders for seven 
generations. Settling first at Ipswich in 
1636, their number has included three 
ministers, three merchants, and one presi- 





Early New England Weathervane 


COURTESY OF MR. RUDOLPH PAULY 















160 Old-Time New England 





dent of Harvard. With John Rogers we 
come again to the self-taught and unin- 
fluenced artist turning immediately to the 
genre subject, and in this case content al- 
ways to stay within its limitations. He hada 
tremendous vogue, and now his work 
seems to be once more attracting atten- 
tion. The Rogers Group illustrated here, 
Politics, was modeled in 1888. It is so 





Politics 


FROM THE ORIGINAL ROGERS GROUP 
IN THE SOCIETY’S MUSEUM 





frankly illustrative, so much a tableau tha: 
a title seems superfluous. With its accu- 
racy of detail and dress, its pantomim: 
and instantaneousness, its gesture and ex- 
pression, it is pure genre. If the scene lacks 
a characteristic New England stamp, it is 
because by Rogers’s time New England n: 
longer had sole or prior claim in Ameri- 3 
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A Triumphal Arch by Charles Bulfinch 





By LincoLn ROTHSCHILD 


Index of American Design, New York Unit, W.P.A. Federal Art Project 


HROUGH his connection with 

government building as architect 

of the Boston State House, Charles 
Bulfinch, noted architect of colonial 
America, appears to have become in- 
volved in another type of work of a very 
interesting nature. Documentary refer- 
ence has been discovered to a hitherto un- 
known monument by this architect, which 
indicates that at the period of the birth of 
this nation it was the custom to provide 
historical ceremonies with an inscenation 
fitting their dignity and importance. 

On the occasion of George Washing- 
ton’s visit to Boston in 1789 following his 
inauguration as President of the United 
States, a public reception was accorded 
him by the people of the city, for which an 
imposing architectural ensemble was 
erected including a triumphal arch de- 
signed by Charles Bulfinch. A descrip- 
tion has been discovered in the New York 
Journal and W eekly Register for ‘Thurs- 
day, November 55 1759, by research 
workers of the Index of American De- 
sign. Searching through newspaper files 
for background and source material to be 
used in documenting attributions and de- 
scriptions of objects involved in the Index, 
they recorded an account of Washington’s 
reception because of a list of craftsmen 
who took part in the procession. 

The Index of American Design is a di- 
vision of the W. P. A. Federal Art Pro- 
ject, which is making a detailed graphic 
record of the decorative arts in America. 
This is to be published eventually with ac- 
curate and authentic descriptions of the 





individual articles, their sources, uses, 
manufacture, and so on. Several glossa- 
ries, lists of craftsmen, bibliographies, and 
special researches which are being made 
for this Index are already far more com- 
prehensive than any previously published 
in their respective fields. 

The following is the description, as it 
occurs in this article, of the triumphal 
arch which in a footnote is ascribed to 
“Mr. C. Bulfinch.” 

‘“,.. the President gracefully bowed to 
all around; and the select choir of singers 
with Mr. Rea at their head immediately 
sang the following Ope (see Poets Cor- 
ner) in the T'RIUMPHAL ARCH* which 
was adjacent to the collonnade. This arch 
is 18 feet high, composed of a center arch 
14 feet wide, and one on each side, of 7 
feet, with an lonick pilaster, and proper 
imposts between them. The frieze exhibits 
13 stars on a blue ground, a handsome 
white dentule cornice is carried to the 
height of the platform; above is painted a 
ballustrade of interlaced work; in the cen- 
ter of which is an oval tablet, with the fol- 
lowing inscription: on one side, “lo THE 
Man wHo UNITED ALL HEarts’ — 
and on the other, “To CoLUMB14’s F av- 
ORITE Son.’ At the end adjoining the 
state house, is a panel decorated with a 
trophy, composed of the arms of the Unit- 
ed States, of the Common wealth of Mas- 
sachusetts, and our French _ Allies, 
crowned with a laurel wreath; over these 
an inscription, ‘Boston relieved March 17, 


* Designed by Mr. C. Bulfinch. 
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1776’ —as a proof of a grateful remem- 
brance of the services rendered this town 
by the Illustrious President in his military 
character. Over the center arch, a rich 
canopy of 20 feet in height was erected 
with the American Eagle perched above; 
the whole forming a spectacle, which, 
while it captivated the eye of the behold- 
er, added much to the testimonials of the 
respect of the day.” 

This was not the full extent of the 
structure specially built for the occasion. 
In addition there was a colonnade de- 
signed by one “Hon. Mr. Dawes.” Since 
it provides the complete picture of the oc- 
casion and also helps to place the tri- 
umphal arch, the following description of 
this portion is significant. 

*.. On the arrival of the front of the 
procession at the Old Brick Meeting, the 
whole halted; and the military, the select- 
men and council conducted the PREs!- 
DENT through the triumphal arch erected 
across the Main-street, to the senate 
chamber, by the east door of the state 
house, from whence the President passed 
through the representatives chamber to 


the Colonnade* erected for the occasion 
in the west end of the state house, com- 
posed of six large columns, fifteen feet 
high, and a ballustrade hung in front 
with Persian carpets, on which were 
wrought thirteen roses. The circle of the 
colonnade measured forty four feet, and 
projected boldly into the Main-street, so as 
to exhibit in a strong light, “HE MAN oF 
THE PEopue.’ The central west window 
of the state house was the door through 
which the President passed to the ballus- 
trade descending from a platform four 
easy steps to the floor of the gallery, which 
was furnished with armed chairs, and 
spread with rich carpets. On this platform 
was a pedestal, covered with green, sup- 
porting the figure of plenty, with her Cor- 
nucopia and other emblems... .” 

Thus our forefathers honored their 
most prominent countrymen without ben- 
efit of omnipresent microphones and ubigq- 
uitous photographers, in a setting planned 
by the foremost architect of the com- 
munity. 


* Designed by Hon. Mr. Dawes. 
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